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ENERGY ECONOMICS Lie 


PRI REPORT ON OIL INDUSTRY'S IMPACT, POLICY 
Mexico City PROCESO in Spanish 1 Nov 82 pp 6-9 
[Article by Carlos Ramirez] 


[Text] In preparing his petroleum industry program for 1982-1988, President-elect 
Miguel de la Madrid has run into a number of unhappy realities: During Jose Lopez 
Portillo's 6-year term petroleum generated wealth, but at too high a social and 
economic cost, one involving poverty for most Mexicans, benefits for a few, and 
debts forming a burden for "the next generation." 


The PRI Fuels Committee has given de la Madrid the basic terms of the energy pro- 
gram for the next government. They state that oil did not solve the nation's 
problems as expected. On the contrary, it helped to aggravate them: The oft- 
predicted financial self-sufficiency was not attained, nor did the energy resources 
benefit the. Mexican people. 


The 24-page report will be the basis for de la Madrid's energy policy. The text 
is filled with references to political errors as well as errors in judgment and 
calculation by Jorge Diaz Serrano while serving as general manager of Mexican 
Petroleum (Pemex). In fact, the conclusions drawn by the committee's analysts 
are a judgment of Diaz Serrano's administration, and it is expressly, insistently 
stated that during the next 6-year period th same errors will not be committed, 
and the structural, fiscal, and economic refurcms the nation requires will not be 
postponed again. 





The report has had limited circulation, but it is widely known, even abroad. In 
mid-October, the Washington journal PETROLEUM INTELLIGENCE WEEKLY mentioned it in 
passing, in a long articlé about Mexico's petroleum outlook. 


The PRI analysts warn that, for the time being, the next government's energy poli- 
cy will not be separate from overall economic policy or the national development 
plan. Those days are gone. Autonomy in the handling of petroleum and poor plan- 
ning prevented oil wealth from being equitably distributed. The fact is that 
petroleum income was invested in the energy sector itself and left the country 
through payments for imports, and it caused poverty and imbalances in Chiapas 

and Tabasco, and in the entire economy. 


The report insists that there will be no rushed or multimillion-peso expenditures, 
which in the recent past distorted the economy and made it impossible to make use 











of the benefits generated by exports of hydrocarbons. Moreover, the authors of the 
document have slipped in a reference tq deviations among petroleum industry labor 
unions, warning them to end collusion, corruption, and alienation fram the rest of 
society. 


The first printing of the paper---a copy of which was given to PROCESO--carries the 
assertion that petroleum had a negative effect on Mexicans' standard of living. 
Although oil income per person rose, the burden of aebt was higher. "The petro- 
leum debt per inhabitant grew from 736 to 7,147 pesos," which means "a burden of 
petroleum debt for the next generation." 


Moreover, the report notes that the sharp growth of the petroleum industry during 
the period 1976-1981 led to a greater concentration of wealth and income, the pat- 
tern of which was "in itself very unequal." That is because inflation and the 
exportation of large amounts of petroleum represented “the decline of real per 
Capita income for major groups of the non-wage-earning population." On the other 
hand, the report states that the oil boom did "create an unprecedented number of 
jobs," but few people were able to take advantage of the new wealth. 


They point out other facts about Diaz Serrano's management of Pemex and Lopez 
Portillo's energy program. The report says that oil income left the energy sec- 
tor but returned to it in the form of subsidies and credits, and another major 
portion went abroad in the form of unmonitored emergency imports. The Fuels Com- 
mittee document also refers to the contradictions between petroleum policy and 
foreign policy, citing sales of crude oil to Israel, which runs counter to some 
Mexican statements. 


Pemex: Fleeting Hope 


Moreover, the document notes that the presence of the petroleum led to postpone- 
ment of some necessary changes in the Mexican economy, which resulted in pressure 
on the financial and production apparatus. The consequence was debts, bottlenecks, 
and shrrtfalls in the production of certain articles. Set over against the prob- 
lems, the report states, is the fact that in 1981 oil contributed 24 percent of 
the federal government's current income. 


Financially, Pemex was a source of hope for the country, but it turned out to be 

a burden. The figures the report offers de la Madrid are conclusive: In 1976-1981 
Pemex brought the country income totaling $32.25 billion, but it created a debt-- 
during the same period--of $26 billion. Thus, Pemex's real contribution to the 
country was $6.25 billion in 6 years. Concerning the debt, the document adds, 
"Although its (the energy sector) contribution to national development during this 
period was extremely important, the nation is paying a high cost for it." 


The PRI committee's report evaluates the objectives of the energy program for the 
period 1976-1982. Regarding this, several facts are brought out; The energy sup- 
ply increased, but "sufficient diversification has not been achieved"; “the struc- 
ture of the crude supply is wrong, and refining capacity is inadequate"; and the 
resources for dist-ibution and storage of petroleum are limited, “problems that 
affect the capacity for and qiality of exports." 


























The policy of setting low prices for energy stimulated industrial growth, but it 
led to excessive use of hydrocarbons, 


A special section is devoted to integration of the energy sector into the rest of 
the economy; Although there was an increase in refining capacity and little impe- 
tus given to development of the capital goods industry, the cost to the country 
was high. 


The reasons and the costs are varied: 


Pemex production goals were reached ahead of time; other sectors were sacrificed. 
The precipitate growth of the industry "caused huge sums of money to be concen- 
trated in the energy sector that could nave provided greater benefits to the 
economy's other industrial sectors. It is enough to note that during the period 
1981-1982 the electric energy sector demanded 27 percent of the resources with 
which the petroleum sector contributed to the economy." 


The rise in income in the energy sector targely represented intrasector transferal 
of resources--including the electric energy sector and dealings abroad, via ex- 
ports. Thus, the benefits generated for other areas of the economy were smaller 
than had been expected. 


Integration of oil industry growth with industrialization of the country was re- 
latively limited because of "the sudden, disorderly expansion" of the sector. 

The domestic production apparatus became cut off from the potential benefits of oil 
wealth, for "the existence of low customs duties (for imports) resulted in a pre- 
ference for imports for reasons of cost anddelivery time," rather than a willing- 
ness to take advantage of the "existence of Mexican products capable of satisfying 
the sector's demand for intermediate goods." That is why energy sector imports 
accounted for 13 percent of total imports in 1976-1982. 


"Another consequence of the rapid growth of the energy sector was that large capi- 
tal goods projects, which were to be integrated in that sector horizontally, were 
halted and left unfinished in their early stages. The strategic delay that oc- 
curred in some industrial sectors will be hard to overcome in the medium term." 


Moreover, the rapid rate of petroleum industry growth damaged the system for bid- 
ding on supplying of equipment. As a result, the report stresses "the need for 
firms in the energy sector to schedule and publish in advance their purchasing 
program to give domestic suppliers the opportunity to adapt to the demand for 
supplies, goods, and services. Moreover, the (energy sector) firms’ payment po- 
licies, wnich are very efficient and flexible for foreign suppliers, should call 
for the same promptness toward domestic suppliers, who have greater financing 
problems. 


As for its integration with the foreign sector, the energy industry contributed to 
disequilibrium and red ink. In terms of oil exports, in 1981 there was a surplus 
of $5.8 billion. But the red ink appears in the petroleum sector's need of foreign 
credits in order to grow rapidiy. The deficit rose from $628 million in 1976 to 
$10.4 billion in 1981, “basically owing to Pemex indebtedness." 














The report goes on, "The combination of the income deri, — hydro- 
/? 


carbons with the esternal indebtedness of recent years excer Ss 
capacity, which led to the proliferation of mechanisms for re sort of 
officially sanctioned flight of capital) much of this money ab) in. 


Far From Financial Self-Determimation 


Thus, petroleum's foreign sector did not provide opportunities for correction, but 
rather greater problems. Two are given separate consideration: Although the list 
of customers buying Mexican petroleum was diversified, crude oil is sold to 
Israel, “in contradiction, clearly, of other areas of our foreign policy." 


Regarding another opportunity, there were many promises that oil would give the 
country financial autonomy. However, everything rested on petroleum, and the 
decline of international prices for hydrocarbons resulted in greater external debt 
and financial problems. "The change in external circumstances," the report con- 
tinues, “not only made it impossible to achieve financial self-determination, but 
at the end of the term (of this government), the country is in critical condition 
with respect to the international capital markets." 


A special chapter of the analysis is devoted to the impact of energy policy on the 
country's economic and social policy. Its interrelatedness with the national 
economy is stressed here. On the positive side: Pemex contributed funds to the 
government--from petroleum exports--that rose from 7.8 billion pesos in 1976 to 
238 billion pesos during the period 1980-1982. But the electric power subsector 
alone consumed 27 percent of oil income in order tc continue operating. Moreover, 
just as Pemex gave money to the economy, it also took it away: The transferal of 
government funds to the energy sector rose from 22.7 percent in 1976 to 29.3 per- 
cent in 1981. 


The contradictions stand out: Pemex exports brought over $32.25 billion into the 
country during the period 1976-1981, but Pemex had to pay over $8.4 billion for 

imports in order to produce oil. This means that at least 26 percent of oil in- 
come was recycled abroad to pay for that firm's imports. Added to this is a net 
Pemex indebtedness of $26 billion for the period 1976-1982. 


The foregoing data and figures do not speak of sound handling of oil resources, 
for the wealth generated by the energy sector remained in that sector or went 
abroad to pay for imports. This "could have been avoided if the sector's growth 
had been moderated, leaving time for the channeling, technological considerations 
aside, of larger sums into other industrial sectors in the country." 


Hence the rush to grow, the grand scale of the ultra-rapid growth, and the 
attainment of high figures in the energy sector have been the source of the crisis 
in that sector and in the country. The PRI Fuels Committee analysts do not even 
find offsetting benefits in petroleum's contribution in the interior of the coun- 
try: The ecological devastation and regional disequilibriums were accelerated by 
Pemex's precipitate growth. "Petroleum left its footprint in many regions, espe- 
cially in Tabasco and Chiapas." 


In closing, the section dealing with 1976-1982 oil policy does not overlook the 
labor union problem. It says, "It is necessary to develop a labor policy for the 
energy sector that brings together worker solidarity and the companies regarding 














national development and is expressed in loyal, honest, efficient relations, 
eliminating elitism, sinecures, and corruption," 


1982-1988; No Repetition of Errors 


Based on analysis of the oil policy of the government leaving office, the prin- 
ckples of the energy plan for the next 6-year term are intended to prevent repe- 
tition of errors and confusion. In fact, to the experts who drew up the report, 
the situation at this change in administration is similar in some ways to that 
in 1976: 


"The stage of national development about to begin seems to be repeating history. 
At first, petroleum can aid in financial recovery and stabilization to support, 
in the second stage, a turnaround of the national economy. However, to prevent 
repetition of the negative effects of the cycle it is necessary to provide now 
for the necessary structural changes, without waiting for a new growth stage to 
make them less pressing." 


It is very important for the next government to ask itself "why and for whom 
develop an energy policy?" As a result, they are basing their program on plan- 
ning and anticipating what was done wrong in 1976-1982: "Energy should be used 
in such a way as to produce enough, of good quality and low cost, for the people 
to consume and to guarantee their independence and well-being over the short 
and long term." Moreover, they note that what happened in the recent past must 
be avoided: contribution to widening of gaps among social groups. 


"It is now up to fuels, under the state's direction, to play the role of the means 
of redistributing income and wealth through employment, stimulation of the supply 
of consumer goods, proliferation of mass public services, and support of sectors 
strategic in development, such as the petrochemical and metalworking sphere, trans- 
port and electrical equipment." 


For the next administration, oil wealth will be taken into account to promote 
structural changes, not to postpone them, according to the report. Moreover, the 
energy sector's contribution, especially that of petroleum, will double: in rub- 
lic finance and in the income from the external sector. 


"The present economic crisis enables us to predict that the first 2 years of the 
period (1983-1984) will witness possibilities of only limited real growth, a 
noticeable reduction of the fiscal deficit, and a slower rise in the current ac- 
count deficit. The situation in the international capital markets and the coun- 
try's level of public indebtedness also indicate that external indebtedness cannot 
not be the area where the public sector debt is remedied." In turn, "hydrocarbon 
exports do not offer a picture of profitable exprtnsion in the short term. The 
trend in the international petroleum market is toward very slow rates of growth 

to prevent a price collapse." 


The basic document for the incoming government's energy program recognizes the 
limitations. "The foregoing considerations show that the possible gradual recov- 
ery of the national economy after 1983 will be closely linked to the contribution 
the petroleum subsector can make to public sector revenues,, to strengthen its 


























operations without falling again into processes of oyerspending and to maintain 

a deficit corresponding to its ability to attract foreign exchange without alter- 
ing the technically feasible exportation and production platform." Moreover, "It 
should not affect the order established by OPEC in the international market for 
that fuel, nor lead to unfavorable changes in international prices, which would 
mean a larger sales volume and less income," 


The basic principles of the incoming government's energy policy will be the fol- 
lowing: 


-- Subordinate energy policy to the social objectives of national development so 
that it contributes to increased earning power for the majority, generation of 
jobs, and food production. 


-- Modify spending policy, bearing in mind that changes in the demand for hydro- 
carbons and their prices can threaten domestic economic stability. 


-- Petroleum wealth expands the Mexican economy's capacity for imports and the 
capacity to spend, but does not eliminate the structural tendency toward external 
disequilibrium. As a result, short-term policy should take into account this 
limitation, providing time and supporting modification of the internal economic 
structure. 





-- The tncreased income from petroleum should not postpone development of other 
means Of mobilizing internal financial resources for development, such as taxes 
and prices and public sector rates. 


-- A policy of subsidies based on nonrenewable resources tends to make public 
spending policy ineffective because of the questionable or clearly regressive re- 
suits in the distribution of income and because it limits the possibility of using 
funds for purposes more suitable to fair, sustained devetopment. 


-- To give priority to evervthing is to give priority to nothing. Impetus should 
be given to the economic sectors that are most dynamic, such as the petrochemical 
and metalworking bloc, the transport industry, and electrical equipment. 


After noting that petroleum will continue to be a key factor in the Mexican econo- 
my, the analysts indicate that the government should not commit "the error of 
using it, first, as a factor for financial recovery and waiting for the expansion 
phase before introducing structural changes." 


This principle is found throughout the analysis: not to commit the same errors 
that were made during this past 6-year term, including not using petroleum again 
to nourish an obsolete model for development, which made it possible to postpone 
structural change measures that had been needed for some time. On the contrary, 
the necessary structural changes should be made during the expansion phase so 
that it will be possible to begin a process of self-sustaining development consis- 
tent with "Mexicans' unpostponable social demands," 


The description of basic principles for the 1982-1988 energy plan indicates its 
lineaments: 














"The basic objectives of the energy program are to guarantee the timely supplying 
of a suitable amount of energy to feed our comprehensive, independent economic 
development; to rationalize the use of fuels, and to diversify primary sources of 
them, with particular attention being paid to renewable ones, seeing to it that 
the energy sector becomes an integral part of the national economy without creating 
imbalances." 


As a result, the document goes on, any increase in fuel production "should be 
based on the country's need for overall development and on the obligations under- 
taken to finance it." Moreover, it should be "consistent" with the 1982-1988 
government program and not be entirely subject to the size of our reserves, much 
less to requirements of interests that are not this country's. 


Although oil's contribution to the government's revenues is significant, the re- 
port notes that fiscal items should not be forgotten, including “greater" taxation 
of capital and revision of public sector rates and prices to make subsidies clear 
and not to sacrifice the federal tr2asuzy or the working class. 


Finally, the document speaks of the impo-tance of articulating the energy sector 
with national development to avoid what happened during the 6-year term ending in 
November. "The proposed energy program reflects the urgent need to subordinate 
the energy sector to social development policy, which is designed to combat the eco- 
nomic and political inequality that hinders the advance toward an egalitarian 
society." 





Thus, fuels should contribute to raising Mexicans‘ standard of living. "(Within 
this context), fuels will be used so 15 to raise the floor of public well-being, 
and this will be reflected in food, clothing, housing, health and education for 
the lower classes and in the struggle against speculation and antisocial self- 
enrichment, which will be remedied through a genuine moral renewal process." 


The document insists: "It is obvious that coordination is needed between energy 
policy and economic policy." It says, too, that "energy policy should be the 
complementary factor making it possible to strengthen real wages, public finance, 
diversification of exports, and to improve profits of firms having a high social 
and economic priority. Following nationalization of banking, the government is 
in a position to expand the traditional tools of economic policy to incorporate 
new measures to safeguard employment as the principal means of redistribution of 
income." 





Formally, the de la Madrid government's energy program is designed to reduce the 
role played by oil in the economy, but as a result of the presence of the other 
producing sectors. That entails a global strategy to increase the external and 
domestic supply as a means of combating inflation and unemployment. "It is neces- 
sary to insist on the active presence of the government in the area of new expen- 
ditures stimulating import substitution, particularly in production of capital 
goods and strategic industrial supplies," the final result being increased non- 
petroleum exports. 


In short: "It is necessary to establish the imperative of linking all public 
action with the common goal otf combating inequality. Otherwise, we will again 
experience the inconsistencies that we should and can eliminate from politics, 
the economy, and society." 


9085 
CSO: 3248/306 











> ~ 





COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


GUATEMALA SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT CONSTITUTION ADOPTED IN MEXICO 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 22 Nov 82 p 21-A 


[Text] The formation of the National Movement for Solidarity with the People of 
Guatemala, whose chief objective is to achieve "widespread, unified, representa- 
tive, national solidarity with the Guatemalan people's liberation process," is one 
of the resolutions adopted at the First National Congress for Solidarity with the 
Guatemalan People, held during the past 2 days in this city and closed last night 
at the National School of Anthropology and History. 


In discussions involving three "working committees" composed of representatives of 
some 20 political, workers', and students" groups, speakers strongly urged that 
the Mexican Government break off diplomatic relations with the government headed 
by Gen Efrain Rios Montt, Gen Horacio Maldonado Schaad, and Col Francisco Cardillo 
Martinez. A summary was given describing the repression by social groups in our 
neighbor to the south during the first 7 months of this year; and it was concluded 
that “our expression of solidarity should be directed toward international poli- 
tical isolation of the regime headed by General Rios Montt, and international 
sympathy for the revolutionary process." 


The National Movement for Solidarity with the People of Guatemala will be composed 
of an honorary board made up of 8 people, a coordinating committee to be composed 
of 10 members representing the groups making up the movement, and by a plenum that 
is to meet regularly every 3 months. There is now an Action Plan, which includes 
"beginning preparations for a mass action that should take place on 31 January in 
this city; and the following "Permanent Political Demands" were set forth: 


1. An end to the hostility and aggression that minor authorities in the border area 
have unleashed against Guatemalan refugees; 2. Denounce the provocations by the 
Guatemalan Army leading to militarization of our southern border; 3. Protect the 
human rights of Guatemalan exiles in Mexico, indicating that they have constitu- 
tional rights whether or not they are Mexicans; 4. Ask world bodies to condemn geno- 
cide; 5. Recognize and publicize the existence of a people's war in Guatemala; 

6. Maintain ongoing contact with the communications media to denounce the geno- 

cide being carried out against the people in Guatemala, 


The principles of the National Movement for Solidarity will be: 


1. Obtain international recognition for the Guatemalan Revolution through publici- 
ty about its process, indicating the most notable aspects of its revolutionary plan; 














2. Denounce the violation of human rights practiced hy the dictatorship now run 


“he 


by General Rios Montt, in order to damage its reputation internationally; 


3. Speak out “against North American intervention in Central America," and against 
its efforts to regionalize the conflict, thus helping to hinder and prevent the 
Reagan cabinet from supporting the dictatorship; and 


4. Contribute to strengthening of the Mexican Government's traditional progressive 
foreign policy, denouncing all the abuses committed by minor officials that favor 
the Guatemalan dictatorship: 
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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


LATIN AMERICAN TRADE UNION MEMBERS IN CSSR DISCUSS POLITICAL ISSUES 


Prague PRACE in Czech 4 Dec 82 p 4 
[Article by Ondrej Kasina: "Trade Union Members From Latin America" ] 


[Text] The Antonin Zapotocky Central School of the ROH [Revolutionary Trade- 
Union Movement] already has many years of successful work to its credit. Since 
10 October 1948, it has been training trade-union officials for our ROH, and 

it also has been helping the progressive trade-union organizations in develop- 
ing countries by holding courses for foreign participants. These courses are 

a manifestation of international trade-union assistance and are financed from 
the ROH Solidarity Fund. 


This year the school is holding already its 62d course, for representatives of 
progressive trade-union organizations of Latin America: Bolivia, the Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, Colombia, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, El Salvador, 
Venezuela and Urugay. 


After 14 days of carefully prepared and no less carefully presented instruction, 
the participants in the course of their instructors hit upon a good idea: to 
hold a discussion at which their roles would be reversed--for a change, the 
students attending the course would discuss their experience with trade-union 
work and the political situation in their countries. Top officials of the ROH 
Central School and reporters of the trade-union press attended the discussion 
and heard with interest the authentic testimony about a continent racked by 
numerous social and national-liberation conflicts, and where the populations of 
most countries are fighting hard to gain democracy. 


Unrelenting Struggle With Reaction 


Oscar Bolivar from Venezuela emphasized: "The work of the progressive trade- 
union organizations and of the democratic movement in Venezuela is hampered by 
anticommunist, reactionary propaganda, in which practically all the media are 
included. The official political parties include anticommunism in their pro- 
grams. It is a part of government policy, similarly as in many other countries 
of Latin America. For example, our Social Democratic Party speaks of develop- 
ing democracy, and our Christian Democratic Party preaches reconciliation of 
workers and capitalists. But their actions serve to demobilize the workers 

and thus to maintain the present order. In spite of these obstacles, the Vene- 
zuelan Left is winning over more and more people and is fighting to improve 
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the workers' living conditions. In our country the workers’ living conditions 
are very bad, ranging from high unemployment through wages to inadequate medi- 
cal care." 


Church Hathpering Progress 


Franklin Heyden Quintero, from Costa Rica, said: "In our country the church 

is a great obstacle to uniting the working class and raising its awareness. On 
the entire Latin American subcontinent the church is serving the ruling capital- 
ist classes, and there are differences only in the degree of the church's in- 
fluence. By its very nature the church supports private ownership, and there- 
fore it is striving to hamper the workers' efforts to establish their own re- 
volutionary organizations. 





"At present the Catholic Church in Costa Rica is systematically spreading anti- 
communist propaganda. The most reactionary groups within this church have 
founded a school that has been named after John XXIII and is financed by the 
oligarchy and partially by foreign corporations. But this school is not the 
only one to spread the poison of reactionary propaganda in our country. The 
radio, television, press and the educational system are striving to divide the 
workers and thereby to weaken their forces in their struggle for just social 
conditions. The government and private entrepreneurs are supporting reformist 
trends within the trade-union movement, so that the trade unions will serve 
their objectives. It is not easy for the Trade Union of Costa Rican Workers 
to function under these conditions. But the over 100,000 unemployed in our 
country need assistance, and moral and material support." 


For the Workers’ Rights 


Augusto Ramos, from Peru, said: "The working-class movement in our country was 
formed slowly and under complicated conditions. From 1930 to 1968, the Commun- 
ist Party and the progressive trade-union movement operated underground. But 
these years were not a period of inaction. To the contrary, the popular forces 
exerted pressure on the government, and it was finally forced to recognize the 
progressive organizations. The Communists, together with the working-class 
trade-union movement, then presented demands to nationalize the petroleum in- 
dustry, to introduce a land reform, and to improve the workers’ social condi- 
tions. 


"There was a coup in 1968 which brought a military government to power, but it 
was fairly progressive and basically met the workers’ demands. Since 1975, how- 
ever, a strongly reactionary government is again in power, It rescinded all the 
trade-union and political rights that had been achieved. In spite of this, how- 
ever, the General Confederation of Peruvian Workers organized five large strikes 
in the 1975-1981 period, and under this pressure of the popular strata some 
freedoms are being won back. But the struggle is by no means over." 


Activation of Trade-Union Movement 


Luis Eduardo Yaya, from Colombia, said: "Since the overthrow of the military- 
civilian dictatorship in Colombia in 1957, the working-class trade-union move- 
ment can be said to have been more active. Prior to then, only reformist trade 











unions of a clerical nature had been permitted. But the bourgeoisie, even 
though forced by the workers to allow partial liberalization, further refined 
its anticommunist and antiunion methods. A so-called Institute for the Free 
Exchange of Trade-Union Experience is being formed, controlled by the United 
States Embassy and financed by international corporations. Its primary mission 
is to corrupt and misinform trade-union leaders. 


"The CST [Confederation of Labor Unions], the progressive center that I repre- 
sent, was refused official recognition over a period of ten years, although it 
met all the legal conditions for registration. In the end, however, the gov- 
ernment was forced to concede. In spite of all the reactionary intrigues and 
reprisals, the working-class movement in our country is developing. An espe- 
cially urgent task at present is to unite the trade-union movement, in order 
to fight more effectively for the workers' rights." 


Out With the United States From Panama! 


Rigoberto A. Diaz, from Panama, said: "In October 1968, our people succeeded 
in overthrowing the government of the oligarchy, and the new government under 
Omar Torrijos strived to implement certain economic and political reforms. 

The struggle for national sovereignty included the decision to gain complete 
control of the Panama Canal. The United States is occupying it on our ter- 
ritory and is misusing the Canal Zone for military purposes. The treaties con- 
cluded with the United States specify 1999 as the year for ending American con- 
trol of the canal. 


"But North American imperialism will never forgive our country for attempting 
to rid itself of North American hegemony. Panama has joined the bloc of non- 
aligned countries, has established friendly relations with socialist countries 
and has expressed its support of the people's government in Nicaragua. The 
Reagan Administration has launched a campaign against all these positive as- 
pects of Panamanian policy. Omar Torrijos became the victim of an attempt or- 
ganized by the American CIA, and the United States has begun to question also 
the treaties concerning the Panama Canal. 


"The Communist Party of Panama is determined to oppose any attempt to set our 
country back by many years. It is striving to form a National Liberation Front 
that will include, besides the Communists, also the Social Democrats and the 
trade-union movement. Greater unity within the trade-union movement is a time- 
ly need also in our country. We are striving to unite the present five trade- 
union centers." 


Fresh Breeze in Bolivia 


Victor Lima, from Bolivia, said: "We recently witnessed how the enormous pres- 
sure exerted by the people of our country compelled the military dictatorship 

to relinquish power to the civilian government that had been lawfully elected 
already in 1980 but was unable to assume power because right-wing military cir- 
cles foiled the democratic process by means of a bloody coup. The fact that now, 
after more than two years, the workers have succeeded in literally pushing the 
military dictatorship against the wall is a result of the relentless struggle 

in which the Bolivian Workers Center (COB) has played a significant role. 
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"A civilian government in Bolivia does not mean by far that the struggle for 
democratic rights is over. To the contrary, this is merely the start of a com- 
plicated road, along which we will need the solidarity and support of all pro- 
gressive trade-union centers of Latin America, and of the workers of the entire 
world. The Bolivian Workers Center appeals particularly to the socialist coun- 
tries for their support in this new and qualitatively higher stage in the strug- 
gle for social and national rights." 


1014 
CSO: 2400/80 
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COUNTRY SECTION BAHAMAS 


HANNA UNVEILS NEW BUDGET FOR 1983 
FL112032 Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 8 Dec 82 p 1 


[Text] Finance Minister Arthur D. Hanna today presented to Parliament a 
$383.1 million budget for 1983 and foreshadowed increases in customs duty 
on gas, diesel and other items. 


The recurrent expenditure estimated for next year was pegged at $325.9 
million and capital expenditure was estimated to be $57.2 million. 


The total estimated revenue for next year is $327.1 million which will mean 
a deficit of $56 million. 


In his budget communication, Mr Hanna said there will be increases in 
customs duty on gas, diesel, cigarettes, cigars, satellite antennae, video 
material and cars. Cigarette paper tax will be increased by 100 percent. 
Departure tax has been increased by $1 to $5 for adults and $2.50 for 
children. 


Mr Hanna said customs duty on cooking oil, soup, mayonnaise and baby 
formulae will be decreased. There will also be a reduction on real 
property tax on developed property, but an increase on under developed 
property. 


As usual, the Ministry of Education, including the College of the Bahamas 
received the largest slice of the budget--$63.3 million. The Ministry of 
Health has been allocated $45 million and the Ministry of Tourism has been 
given $29.3 million--which is a sizeable increase. 


In an effort to attract the captive insurance market, Mr Hanna today tabled 
a bill for an act to regulate the captive insurance industry. 


THE TRIBUNE is unable to give any details of these new budget measures 
today because government has not furnished the newspapers with copies of 
the budget address. 


Members of the opposition told THE TRIBUNE this afternoon that it was most 


unusual for them not to be furnished with copies of the budget speech 
immediately after it was delivered. 
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Mr Arthur Foulkes, FNM-Blue Hills, said this afternoon FNM House membe-s 
were told the staff of the budget office worked until very late last night 
"because of last minute changes in the budget speech." It was claimed that 
up to today there was only one good copy of the budget speech in existence 
and that was the copy from which Finance Minister Arthur Hanna read. 


Mr Foulkes said that this was the first time in living memory that anything 
like this had ever happened. Usually the budget speech is distributed to 
members of the house and press immediately after the speech has been 
delivered. 


This morning Bahamas information officer Cyril Stevenson assured the editor 
of THE TRIBUNE that a copy of the budget would be available to THE TRIBUNE 
as soon as Mr Hanna had finished reading it in the house. 


Mr Hanna completed his speechto the house at 12:10 pm. 


Up to 4 o'clock this afternoon THE TRIBUNE was still unable to obtain a 
copy of the speech and it was not known at press time when it might be 
made available. 


Our parliamentary reporter Gladstone Thurston, who was in the house for the 


budget speech, said that--contrary to the report that only one good copy of 
the budget speech was available--all cabinet ministers were furnished with 


copies of the budget speech. Further, he said that ZNS General Manager 
Calsey Johnson was also furnished with a copy of Mr Hanna's speech. 


But when asked about this Mr Stevenson was unable to say if the copies 
given the ministers and Mr Johnson were corrected copies or not. 


THE TRIBUNE hopes to be in possession of a copy of the budget speech by 
tomorrow and will publish it in full for the information of TRIBUNE readers. 


CSO: 3298/1167 
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COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


ADAMS EXPLAINS AGREEMENT WITH IMF, LOAN 
FL112040 Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 4 Dec 82 p 1 


[Text] Prime Minister Mr Tom Adams has assured the public that there is 


nothing mysterious about Barbados’ agreement with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 


He told the House of Assembly yesterday that life in Barbados had gone on 
perfectly comfortably despite the IMF, unlike Guyana or Jamaica, where 
people were laid off, the dollar was devalued and there were restrictions 
on employment within government. 


Mr Adams said that since borrowing from the IMF, unemployment and inflation 
had declined and things in Barbados showed signs, if not of getting better, 
at least of not getting worse. 


He said that the ultimate factor in the Barbados economy would not be the 
IMF but the condition of the world economy "....if we go further down now, 
he said, it will be because of the world economy and not because of the 
IMF or this government." 


Mr Adams' comments came yesterday in the wake of a report out of New York 
last Thursday that the IMF had stated that the Barbados Government had 
agreed to introduce stiff fiscal measures as part of a qualification for 
a US $48 million loan from that institution. 


Government, according to the IMF official, had said it intended to take 
austere measures aimed at dealing with the island's ailing economy. The 
measures to be introduced would be directed at reducing the current account 
deficit and reports further stated that there will be more taxes. 


There was a caution that additional steps may be enforced if these measures 
were not successful. 


But Prime Minister Adams said yesterday that government was free to choose 
how it met the IMF conditions and that the IMF had not set any conditions 
in relation to levies, electricity, telephone or water rates, land taxes 
or the size of the deficit at the transport board. 


16 








He took “sue with a newspaper columnist who accused him of not telling the 
public what was in the IMF agreement. The columnist had said that Mr Adams 
only told what was not in it. 


In defence, Mr Adams said that a simple condition may contain within a few 
sentences a great number of implications for economic management. 


He said that one IMF condition was that the net assets at the Central Bank 
must be at a certain level on certain days and other conditions related to 
net foreign assets. 

He said that the IMF regarded itself as a lender of last resort and had 
imposed a condition on Barbados that it imposed on everybody, that is, 
that borrowing from other sources would be subjected to the supervision 

of the IMF. 





The prime minister told the house that the IMF placed a limit on the amounts 
of money which could be borrowed in less than 10 years from outside sources. 


He said that Barbados had fixed a limit on its borrowing consonant with 
government's needs and the conditions of the IMF. 


CSO: 3298/1168 

















COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 





BRIEFS 


FRENCH AMBASSADOR--Bridgetown, Barbados, Dec 9, CANA--French ambassador- 
designate to Barbados Madame Francoise Claude-la Fontane, is due here this 
weekend for a four-day official visit, it was announced today. A govern- 
ment statement said she will pay a courtesy call on Foreign Minister Louis 
Tull, on Monday, and will also meet senior officials of his ministry. The 
following day, the Trinidad-based ambassador-designate is scheduled to 
present her credentials to governor-general Sir Deighton Ward. [Excerpt] 
[FL100255 Bridgetown CANA in English 0025 GMT 10 Dec 82 FL] 


CSO: 3298/1168 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


"FIRMES' LEFTIST GROUP DISSOLVED, NEW BODY APPEARS 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 24 Nov 82 p 14-A 
[Article by Antonio Restrepo] 


[Text] The leftist group, "Firmes," founded and guided by Senator Gerardo Molina, 
has been dissolved, giving way to a new political group which is to be known, 
temporarily, as "Socialist Movement." 


The action took place simultaneously with the passage of the Amnesty Law last 
Friday, during the course of a functivun held by the Economic Society of Friends 
of the Country, attended by some 300 persons who were not only from "Firmes" but 
also from other areas of Colombian socialism. 


The jurist and former rector of the National University, Luis Carlos Perez, install- 
ed the assembly and, upon taking the floor, stated: "We start from the premise that 
parties are not improvised, nor are they founded in drawing rooms or squares; but 
rather, they respond to concrete historical needs. However, we are convinced that 
an active organization is recuired to establish an autonomous socialist regime in 
Colombia, sooner or later, and let us hope sooner rather than later." 


The "Firmes" movement operated on the national scene for the past 4 years. Its 
creation was the result of the campaign for a single leftist candidate during the 
1978 election debate promoted by the magazine ALTERNATIVA, headed by Enrique Santos 
Calderon. 


This weekly publication organized the referendum, to request the leftist and demo- 
cratic organizations to reach agreement on a single presidential candidate. Nearly 
half a million signatures were obtained, although the goal of unifying this sector 
of national politics was not attained. 


From the outset, the instigator of the idea of creating a movement equally differ- 
ent from the Communist Party and the Liberal Party was Prof Gerardo Molina, with 

a long career in a university professorship, research and politics, who has been 
typified by his defense of a democratic socialism geared to the features of the 
country. 


In the last elections, "Firmes" was in a coalition with the Communist Party and, 
on 14 March, they elected Gerardo Molina senator representing Cundinamarca. Later, 
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on 30 May, they went to the polls backing Molina himself as a candidate for the 
presidency; however, they won under 100,000 votes. 


Subsequently, Senator Molina gained notoriety as author of the bill which finally 
obtained the support of the government and the political forces represented in 
Congress, becoming the Amnesty Law. 


Present, among others, at the assembly to establish the Socialist Movement was Camilo 
Gonzalez, a prominent leader of a sector of Colombian Trotskiyite Socialism; the 
sociologist, Orlando Fals Borda; Sergio Pulgarin, leader of the defunct Socialist 
Revolutionary Union; and Benjamin de los Rios, secretary of the "Firmes" local 
organization in Antioquia. 


Included among the members of the coordinating body of the new movement, in addition 
to Molina and Perez, are Antonio Montana, Jorge Child, Ramon Perez Mantilla, Alvaro 
Villar Gaviria, Juan Montes, Alvaro Argote from ADE [District Teachers Association], 
Jorge Villada from Fenaltrase, Eliecer Benavides from USO [Workers Union], Hector 
Molina from Efetece, Eduardo Vanegas, head of Unimar and other union leaders. 


In his address, Senator Gerardo Molina said: "The movement that we are forming, 
which is open to all leftist forces, is aimed at giving a political voice to all 
the vast sectors lacking it." 

He subsequently explained: "Based on the polls, there are in Colombia 1.5 million 
citizens without a party identification. We shall knock on their doors, and call 
them to action, with the assurance that many will respond affirmatively." 


The socialist leader noted: "We have set ourselves up as a movement, not yet as a 
party, with a view toward having a decisive influence on the nation's destiny." 


He also discussed the crisis in the traditional parties, making strong criticism of 
the alternating leadership of the Liberal Party, which he said “had the gall to 

tell the country, at this time of anxiety, that they, the Liberals, were dissociating 
themselves from the amnesty." 

With regard to the Conservative Party, he commented: "It is returning to the bosom 
of orthodox conservatism, and hence it is telling Betancur not to act so hastily; 
and, to accomplish this, we shall have Mr Alvaro Gomez Hurtado elected as an appoin- 
tee." 

The new political movement will fight basically on behalf of these goals: 

1. Nationalization of the major means of production. 

2. Turnover of those means of production to the workers. 


3. Democratic planning, that is, with the workers’ participation. 


4. Intensification of the democratic process. 
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5. Genuine effectiveness of human rights and liberties, and 


6. Total independeiice from the great centers of world power in the political, 
ideological, economic, military and cultural areas. 


Tomorrow, Thursday, the movement's coordinating commission will be sworn in, and 
it will immediately start the organizational work that is intended to end, at an 
unspecified date, with the founding of the Colombian Socialist Party, according 

to information from the promoters of the initiative. 


2909 
CSO: 3348/108 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


JOURNALIST DESCRIBES SECP-“T ELN PRESS CONFERENCE 
Bogota CROMOS in Spanish 26 Oct 82 pp 62-65 
[Article by Ligia Riveros] 


[Text] I managed to see German Bula wearing dark glasses, with cotton, over his 
eyes. Then there was total darkness. Both we reporters and the Liberal senator 
were subjected to strict security measures, which were exaggerated, but understand- 
able when one considers the fact that ELN [Army of National Liberation] will not 
accept the amnesty, and hence the Army will relentlessly seek to track down and 
destroy this insurgent group, which struck its first blow on 7 January 1965, with 
the seizure of Simacota, in Santander. Participating there, for the first time 

in the history of the guerrillas, was a woman, "pretty Mariela," a student earning 
a diploma at the El Pilar High School, in Bucaramanga. It was later learned that 
her name was Paula Gonzalez, companion of Fabio Vasquez Castano, one of the founders 
of ELN, with Ricardo Lara Parada and Victor Medina Moron. Medina Moron was later 
shot in the mountains at the order of Vasquez Castano. They have been engaged for 
18 years in revolutionary struggle, a struggle which began on 4 July 1964 with the 
peasant march. , 


An hour after making contact with the Army of National Liberation, the jeep was 
traveling at 100 kilometers per hour along a highway which was paved, but with 
many "potholes." The guerrilla fighter wearing a gray cap took off my glasses, 

and ordered me to keep my eyes closed. Later, he placed on my legs a tape recorder 
with a Mozart cassette. He wanted us to be induced to sleep before the press 
conference with national ELN leaders. 


No one could sleep in that Nissan, the back of which was jammed with journalists, 
cameramen and graphic reporters with their working gear. In front, and between 

the two guerrilla fighters, was the one driving and the one responsible for the 
safety of the guests, German Bula Hoyos, proponent of the amnesty bill, without 
permission to observe what was going on around him. We had stopped exchanging 
jokes. Silent, and with their heads sunk between their legas, were Lilia Bojaca, 
from Caracol; Alberto Saldarriaga and Mario Hernandez, from Colprensa; Jairo Garcia 
and Hector Perez, from TV Mundo; and Alfonso Reina, graphic reporter from CROMOS. 


Diego, Joaquin and Antonio 


The arrival at the three-story house with black trim where the press conference was 
held proved to be dramatic as well. Our steps were slow, owing to our compulsory 
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blindness. They took German Bula first; then came the line of journalists. For an 
hour, they kept us in a second-story room, seated on cots which made noise at every 
movement. We opened our eyes. There was no decoration on the wall; the room con- 
tained a small table and a dressing table. The light was filtered through the 
windows, because the night was clear and the light from a third floor, where there 
was electric lighting, entered through the crevices in the roof. There, the stage 
was being prepared for the conference that ELN would hold. It would be the second 
contact with the press on the part of this guerrilla movement. The first occasion 
was a meeting with the Mexican journalist, Renato Melendez, who taped and photo- 
graphed ELN's second strike: the holdup of the disbursing train in Las Montoyas, 

on the track leading from Bucaramanga to Puerto Wilches, carried out in 1966. 


German Bula did not appear. We grew impatient. Alberto Saldarriagia asked about 
him. Meanwhile, the senator, locked up in another room, requested to be taken with 
the reporters. Finally, we all gathered together. Then, one by one, we climbed to 
the third floor on an improvised stairway, supported by a rope. I was the first 
one to reach the site of the conference. I found myself face to face with a group 
of hooded individuals. They were wearing olive drab uniforms which appeared to be 
brand new. They wore gloves to avoid leaving any prints, and red and black kerchiefs 
which also covered their noses; as well as legionnaire style berets which made only 
their eyes visible, and which bore the ELN emblem, symbolizing the position of the 
three men who would speak during the press conference: Comdr Antonio, an expert in 
national affairs, would discuss the topic "the reason for the violence in Colombia"; 
Comdr Diego, an expert on economics and international affairs, would speak about 
"the peace which the oligarchy proposes"' and Comdr Joaquin, in the middle, who 
appeared to have the highest rank, would moderate the press conference and comment 
on the response from the people and ELN. Two guerrilla fighters, one very small, 
would see to it that the reporters’ tape recorders were not turned on, to prevent 
the voices of their leaders from being identified later. 


They apologized for the security measures, and for having demanded the watches, 
rings and necklaces, which were eventually turned over to Senator Bula. They 
explained that they had done this to prevent the detection of the site of the meet- 
ing because, as they claimed, the Army has very small radar for tracking the insur- 
gents. 


It was 0100 hours in the morning. The dialog would last until 0500 hours, interrupt- 
ed twice by the passage of bats and with two breaks to eat sandwiches and fruit 
salad. 


Camilo Torres, Present 


In every word, every gesture and every account, Camilo Torres Restrepo was present: 
the guerrilla priest who was killed at Patio Cemento, on 16 February 1966, during 

a skirmish with the Army. Behind the guerrillas was a poster showing three well- 
known personages killed in combat: Domingo Lain, a Spanish priest; Camilo Torres 
Restrepo; and Diego Uribe Escobar, a Franciscan from Antioquia, who died on 4 
December of last year, in Surata, Santander del Sur. They also recount that the 
priest Manuel Perez Martinez who, although he was born in Spain, is considered a 
Colombian because he has been fighting since 1968 in the mountains for a revolution- 
ary cause on behalf of the people, is a member of the ELN general directorate, 
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along with three more priests; and that there are between 13 and 40 persons in 
this leadership group. 


Joaquin says: "We are guided by the thought and work of the commander in chief, 
Camilo Torres Restrepo. He was the forerunner of the Christian revolutionary 
movement which we must develop and apply to the country's present conditions. 


"ELN maintains that the amnesty should not be accepted, and that there should occur 
in Colombia the seizure of power for the people in a necessarily violent manner, 
establishing a popular government with workers, peasants and professionals.... 

with a genuine agrarian revolution, not subject to the interests of monopolies, 

and with nationalization of the foreign companies." 


There is determination in his assertions, as much as when Camilo Torres said: "I 
shall not put down my arms until the power is totally in the hands of the people." 


"Alava, a Democrat’ 


They are clearcut when the declare that the guerrilla groups have kidnapping as a 
main source of financing. They call it "holding," and they describe what they 
obtain from it as "a war tax." They claim to apply it to the "exploiters of the 
people." They state that they never hold anyone under 18 years of age, nor sick 
persons. They repudiate the kidnapping and crime involving the Alvarez children, 
and state flatly that they had nothing to do with that act of barbarism. They 
remark: "We hold the sworn enemy of the people, but we respect their lives, and 
we treat them according to the Geneva Convention. We select the one to be ‘held' 
after a serious and very careful investigation." 


Then there is a reminder that Prof Alberto Alava, a full professor at the National 
University, who was assassinated in front of his house, had later, after his death, 
been linked by some news media, based on official statements that were never explain- 
ed, with having been the brains behind the kidnapping of the three Alvarez brothers. 
The voice of Joaquin, the guerrilla fighter in command of this operation, becomes 
harsh. His eyes seem to pierce the four walls of the room, but his words emerge 
slowly: "Alava was a democrat. He had defended several political prisoners, expos- 
ing torture and human rights violations on the part of the Army. We accuse the 
Armed Forces of fostering a campaign of confusion, and we accuse Lieutenant Gianini 
of the arrests and disappearances of students during the investigation of the deaths 
of the Alvarez children. The pertinent charges are in the prosecutor's office. 
Today, the people have the floor to prevent the spread of confusion in the rural 

and urban areas." 


"We Are Independent' 


It has always been claimed that ELN is pro-Castro, and that the military operations 
of this guerrilla group are triggered by devices activated from Havana. 


Diego, the least cordial one in the group, says: "We were associated with the liber- 


tarian feat of the Cuban people which took over 20 years. They have come out ahead 
despite the United States blockade. It is true that many Colombian revolutionaries 
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went to Cuba to see what was going on there. The ‘Jose Antonio Galan' front was 
created, which later came to Colombia. We learned in Cuba, but that does not mean 
that they dictate to us what we must do. We are independent, autonomous. Our 
members are men of the people, such as workers, peasants, students and some inter- 
nationalists such as Manuel Perez Martinez, who has never groveled to American 
interests, and who came to Colombia after having become familiar with the workers' 
struggle in France. But to say that ELN has no ties with the Cuban Government does 
not mean that we would not like to. We would like to intensify our relations more." 


ELN Structure 


After the shootings of revolutionaries ordered by Fabio Vasquez Castano, ELN began 
to be criticized; and much more so when, all of a sudden, without answering for 
his actions, Vasquez went to Cuba, never explaining whether it was true that he 
had taken away money from the organization, as was claimed publicly. He recently 
arrived from the island for the purpose of talking with his former comrades, and 
it appears that the possibility of receiving him again is being explored, although 
there is strong opposition. 


Antonio, the guerrilla fighter who, despite the tension of the occasion, was cordial 
at times, claims: "ELN is in a process of political recovery. We have surmounted 
the crisis, and we are resuming a leadership role." At present, they have three 
fronts: the "Jose Antonio Galan," which operates in the northwestern part of the 
country; the "Domingo Lain," in the east central section; and the "Camilo Torres 
Restrepo," in the northeast. 


"'Turbay Buried the People's Hopes' 


"Belisario Betancur is an accident in the class struggle. With good intentions, the 
country is not being put in order. He promised 400,000 dwellings, and now Maria 
Eugenia says that it is impossible, because there is no money. That is serious. 

We have had 18 years of struggling, and we shall not tell lies to the people. The 
large estate holders are still stealing land from the peasants. The Turbay govern- 
ment was responsible for burying any hope of finding a solution to the nation's 
problems. So long as there is no equality of opportunity, there can never be peace. 
For all these reasons, we reject the amnesty." 


The hours have elapsed without our noticing. The ELN position worried both Senator 
Bula Hoyos and the reporters. Nevertheless, they also wanted to hold dialog and 
to explain their views to the country. 


It was becoming cold outside. The strict security measures continued. The jeep 
left quickly, and we entered Bogota escorted by a petty officer from the Army, who 
at that time was ready to do his duty in any part of the great city, and who never 
learned who we were. 
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Diego, Joaquin and Antonio conversed with the reporters on behalf of the national 
directorate. 








Ligia Riveros from CROMOS and Alberto Saldarriaga from Colprensa at the meeting. 
It would be ELN's second contact with the press. 
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This female guerrilla fighter, a member of ELN, with an Iingran automatic submachine 
gun, was the one responsible for exercising surveillance during the meeting. 








Joaquin discusses with German Bula the reasons for which ELN does not accept the 
amnesty, and why they will continue their armed struggle. 
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The images of Domingo Lain, Camilo Torres (killed by the Army) and Diego Uribe 
served as a framework for the press conference. 





The meeting between the reporters, German Bula Hoyos and the guerrilla fighters 


was tense and difficult. 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


SEVEN NEW NAVAL CRAFT DISCUSSED 

Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 23 Nov 82 p 8-A 

[Article by Cesar Vallejo Restrepo] 

[Text] The government has just purchased three more modern ships for the National 
Navy, which will be allocated for coast guard service, and will have antiaircraft 
and surface capacity, as well as that for search and rescue. 

Sources in the Ministry of Defense confirmed the fact that the vessels were built 
in the United States during 1979, and are of the PG type, allowing for a displace- 
ment of up to 1,000 tons. 

Their dimensions are 164 feet long and 23 feet wide, with a draft of 4.5 feet. 
They can travel up to 37 knots per hour, and their propulsion consists of gas- 


powered turbines, which affords them great speed. 


They are also outfitted so that their propulsion is carried out with a combination 
of diesel and gas, and the hull is made of aluminun. 


Their turbines are of the same types as those in the Douglas DC-10 airplanes and, 
if necessary, they could be supplied with missiles. 


The cost of the three coast guard ships is nearly $40 million, and they will be 
brought to the country during the early months of next year. 


The military spokesmen reported that, at first, the vessels will be used to rein- 
force the surveillance over the seas to maintain national sovereignty, and for 


search and rescue. 


The purchase was made to implement Law 10 of the sea, promulgated several years ago 
by the National Government, which had not gone into effect owing to lack of funds. 


The Corvettes 


It was also reported that the four corvettes purchased by Colombia from Germany and 
built at the Kiel shipyards will not arrive until March of next year. 


The powerful ships are undergoing testing in that country, and are being provided 
with their war equipment. 
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Some months ago, several National Navy officers and petty officers traveled to 
Germany to take part in the tests, and to learn the proper handling of them. 


Each of the corvettes has a capacity to carry eight Exocet missiles of the MM40 
(sea to sea) type, and a sophisticated helicopter which, using radar, affords the 
missile a better search for the target up to a distance of 100 miles. It was 

not reported whether Colombia purchased this type of helicopter, which would make 
the corvette a ship more capable of countering any attack. 


The corvettes are of the FS1500 type, with a capacity for surface warfare, anti- 
aircraft, antisubmarine, search and rescue and patrolling and convoy. 


Their length is 310 feet, the width is 38 feet and the draft is 11 feet. Their 
sham displacement is up to 1,800 tons, and their maximum speed 32 knots per hours 
(a knot is equivalent to 184.5 meters). 


Their economic speed range is equivalent to over 12,000 miles, and they have a 
capacity for carrying 100 men. Their hulls are made of steel. They also have 

two guns for antiaircraft defense and surface war, as well as SAM missiles of 
European make; that is, of the surface to air to sea type, in addition to antisub- 
marine torpedos, antisubmarine detection sonar and antiaircraft and navigation 
detection radar. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


PREPARATIONS FOR INTERNATIONAL HEALTH MEETING NOTED 
Havana BOHEMIA in Spanish 1 Oct 82 pp 58-59 
[Article by Jose Hernandez Sanchez] 


[Text] The holding of an international meeting in Havana in July 1983 with the 
theme: "Health for Everyone: 25 Years of Cuban Experience" is a definite con- 
tribution by our country to the objective laid down by the World Health Organi- 
zation for the year 2000. 


Preparations are underway in accordance with plans emanating from the highest 
leadership of the Cuban state and government to achieve a multidisciplinary 
approach aimed at carrying out the WHO objective. 


The meeting will be attended by important people from various health sectors, 
and among the 350 foreign representatives there will be renowned scientists and 
advocates of this highly desirable and difficult objective. 


The subjects to be discussed will enable the visitors to evaluate the concept, 

procedures, methods and resources devoted by the Cuban Revolution tc improving 

the people's health and also to cooperate in achieving the same objective among 
the peoples of the Third World. 


Another objective of the meeting is that of exchanging experiences and informa- 
tion concerning arrangements for primary health care within the framework of 
systems, concepts and national health services. 


The area to which Cuban organizations are devoting particular attention was 
clearly described by Commander in Chief Fidel Castro, first secretary of the 
party, at the.close of the Fifth Congress of the Union of Health Workers, in 
Camaguey, when he said: 


"I believe that we must, at all costs, promote the advancement of medical ser- 
vices in our country as well as our medical science and technique. I do not 
think that the revolution can have a more humane task than that, nor anything 
of greater importance to our people...." 


Dr Julio Teja, first vice minister of public health and chairman of the Confer- 
ence Preparatory Committee, recently explained the methodology to be followed 
with regard to the essential elements of the scientific work which will be the 
subject of discussion. 
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The work in question is aimed at promoting the concept that primary health care 
is logically a part of both the National Health System--which constitutes the 
central organization--and the overall social and economic development of the 
community. 


Another concept of the topics to be discussed is that of considering the prin- 
cipal health problems from the standpoint of promotional services and services 
dealing with prevention, treatment and rehabilitation. 


With respect to cooperation among various countries, it is planned to establish 
principles for mutual assistance involving programs of primary health care, and 
these are expected to consist, especially, in sharing medical personnel, tech- 
nical knowledge and measures for professional training. 


The measures taken would also include the development of suitable technologies 
and an exchange of information and experiences through national institutions 
and international organizations and would promote the improvement and gradual 
expansion of overall services in the area of primary care. 


Another guideline is that of emphasizing among health professionals and students 
of medical sciences the importance of primary care as a realistic solution 
which, at a reasonable cost, will make it easy for everyone to obtain essential 
medical care in the spirit of social justice. 


The guidelines will also focus on the need to make it possible for medical edu- 
cation at primary care facilities to raise the quality of social services, im- 
prove the health indicators and foster an epidemiological clinical approach. 


Finally, in dealing with multisectorial, financial and organizational aspects, 
we should: 


1. Express the will and political support for primary care on the basis of the 
need to increase the funds. 


2. Consider food production, water, sanitation, housing, environmental pro- 
tection and education as elements of health. 


As is understandable, if the speakers are able to espouse these aspects, the 
success of the conference is assured, for the abundance of experience and know- 
ledge which they will display in the halls of the Convention Palace will enrich 
the present concept of the most acute problems of world health. 


The five principal topics on t.2 agenda will show the participants what Cuba 
has done in the health sector and how, despite its economic limitations, it has 
achieved international prestigious recognition in that field. 


"Health for Everyone: 25 Years of Cuban Experience" and "Technical Cooperation 
Among Countries: Internationalist Cuban Medical Assistance" are the first two. 




















To these are added "The Training of Health Personnel in Cuba: a New Approach," 
"the Basic Primary Care Unit: the Cuban Polyclinic" and "The People's Role in 
the Solution of Their Health Problems." 


In addition, there are five principal conferences which Cuban and foreign speak- 
ers will give and whose commentators or opponents are persons of worldwide 
prestige in that field, and 30 reports which will include a number of experi- 
ences of socialist countries and health problems which are presently affecting 
world population. 


International support for the event is evidenced by the inclusion in the Con- 
ference Preparatory Committee of renowned international advisers such as 

Dr David Tejada, assistant director of the WHO, Dr Luis Ernesto Giraldo, 
representative of the WHO in Cuba, and members of the Executive Committee of 
the Network of Medical Science Institutions. 


This organization, known in the medical world as the RED, will hold a meeting 
of its Executive Committee in Cuba on 1 and 2 July 1983 on the eve of the con- 
ference, and this again constitutes recognition of our country's efforts in 
this field. 


At that time, an international exposition called "Medical Technique on Behalf 
of Health for Everyone" will also be arranged at the Convention Palace. 


These shows are usually confined to equipment, instruments and medicines; but 
to make the exposition more in keeping with the conference, we shall be adding 
items concerned with teaching, hygiene, epidemiology and scientific information. 


About 80 companies of recognized prestige will be displaying the progress they 
have achieved in their manufacture. 


We can honestly say that there has never been an event of this nature, and its 
celebration is consistent with the concepts expressed by Fidel at the congress 
of the SNTS [National Union of Health Workers] when he exhorted everyone to be 
attentive to the development of medicine in the world. 


The presence in Havana of notable scientists, the diversity of medical special- 
ties which will be considered and the multidisciplinary completeness of its 
agenda are contributing to make this meeting a milestone in the development of 
medical sciences in our country and throughout the world. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


REPORTAGE ON CEMA AGRICULTURE MEETING 
Meeting with Rodriguez 
FL111653 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 11 Dec 82 


[Text] Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, vice president of the Councils of State 
and Ministers and Cuban permanent representative to CEMA, has received 
the chiefs of delegations participating in the 57th meeting of the CEMA 
Permanent Commission for Agriculture being held in this capital. 


During the meeting, matters dealing with agriculture development in CEMA 
member countries and Cuba's participation in specific long-term cooperation 
programs, particularly those for sugar and citrus fruits and common 
acitvities in the development of science and technology in agriculture, 
were discussed. 


Meeting Ends 
FL111959 Havana Domestic Television Service in Spanish 1800 GMT 1l Dec 82 


[Text] The signing of the final protocol of the 57th meeting of the CEMA 
Permanent Commission for Agriculture took place at this capital's Palace 
of Conventions. During the meeting, 22 resolutions dealing with priority 
topics in the international agricultural economy were approved. They 
include the rational use of energy resources in agriculture, cattle feed 
and raising the level of mechanization and automation of agriculture in 
socialist countries. 


The closing remarks were made by Aleksandur Petkov, chairman of the CEMA 
Permanent Commission for Agriculture and chairman of the Bulgarian National 
Agro-Industrial Union. Others present at the ceremony were Arnaldo Militan 
Castro, member of the Politburo and Cuban minister of agriculture. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ~UBA 


FMC SECRETARY GENERAL CARCANO DISCUSSES ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN 
Havana MUJERES in Spanish Aug 82 pp 5-8 


{Interview with Dora Carcano, secretary general of FMC; date and place not 
specified] 


[Text] In this exclusive interview for MUJERES, Dora Car- 
cano, member of the Central Committee of the PCC [Conmmu- 
nist Party of Guba] and secretary general of the FMC 
[Federation of Cuban Women], discussed many aspects related 
to the ideological, political and cultural advancement 

of women and their active participatio in the new society. 


[Question] What ideological advances have been achieved in the exercise of 
complete equality for women? 


[Answer] According to the thesis and resolution "on the complete exercise of 
equality for women" approved at the First Party Congress and ratified at the 
Second Party Congress, there must be a basic battle in the field of awareness 
to eliminate the backward concepts that persist from the bourgeois past. At 
the same time, it states that it is necessary to continue the development of 
the material base that guarantees the satisfaction of the needs and material 
and spiritual well-being of all citizens and, therefore, resolves the objec- 
tive difficulties that the woman faces in exercising her right to equality. 
Consistent with this party guideline, the ideological work aimed at these ob- 
jectives has increased in recent years. As was clearly expressed at the party 
congresses and the FMC congresses, this battle must be fought by all of so- 
ciety. There has been progress in this battle. 


In the first place, great political and ideological development in the woman 
herself can be seen. She has become aware of the need for her cmtribution 
to economic, political and social life and has fought against her own preju- 
dices, determined to play her role in society. This is verified with deeds 
Such as her participation in production, whether as a paid worker or a volun- 
teer, offering her contribution for fulfillment of the ecmomic plans. Today 
there is great understanding of the importance of the female labor force for 
the progress of the country and for the economic emancipation of the woman 
herself. 


Women know their rights and duties in all fields and are ready to exercise 
them, carry them out. For example, one of the problems we faced was labor 
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nonstability. We attracted wamen but then they left their jobs. This situa- 
tion has almost disappeared. Naturally, different circumstances cmverge: 
greater economic incentives and better political, cultural and technical train- 
ing of women. However, the decisive part is the degree of awareness achieved 
by the female population. Development in school enrollment is also obvious 
since she knows the importance of preparing herself to be more useful to the 
revolution. 


There are very eloquent examples of this process expressed in female partici- 
pation in internationalist tasks and the defense of the fatherland. Of course, 
the Cuban woman was always ready to defend revolutionary conquests but we 
really admire the sacrifices anda great efforts to carry out complex interna- 
tionalist missions. 


In the countries to which Cuba offers its aid in solidarity, the presence of 
the Cuban woman is a cause for admiration and respect due to her selflessness 
and responsibility in all tasks. 


Female participation in the ranks of our glorious FAR and the Territorial Mi- 
litia to defend the socialist fatherland has also been outstanding. 


There have been advances in educatim plans for the family developed in coor- 
dination with the pertinent mass organizations and state organisms. These 
efforts are starting to yield fruit and gradual changes can already be seen 
in the attitude of individuals and society as a whole concerning the role of 
the woman in the family and her rights to advancement and to work. 


There has been continued work to create awareness about the responsibility to 
distribute the household taska among all the members of the family. There 
has been better progress with young couples. 


The need to impart appropriate sex education to children, youths and adults 

is understood by broader sociai sectors. The Group for Sex Education and 
Family Education under the Committee for Youth, Children and Equal Rights for 
Women of the National People's Government Assembly has been involved in this. 
During this time, scientific information has reached parents, teachers, health 
professionals and youths more often either directly or through the mass media. 


Promulgation of the Family Code has been an invaluable factor in encouraging 
social equality between the sexes. 


Last July we ended the process of evaluation, renovation and/or ratification 
of mandates from our base organizations to the provincial organisms. At the 
assemblies we could verify how much women have advanced, the clarity of the 
Opinions they expressed and how much optimism they have in the future. We 
could enumerate many other achievements but we feel that the must notable is 
women's conviction of their primary role in this battle for equality. Conse- 
quently, we see them facing all difficulties: advancing culturally, politi- 
cally and ideologically, working with enthusiasm, faith and confidence that 
the solution of all their problems lies in developing and cosolidating the 
socialist society in our fatherland. 
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[Question] What has been done to increase material solutions to the problems 
of the working family? 


[Answer] This has to be viewed within the general context of our economic 
development. 


The Second Party Congress recommended a number of measures to improve the 
standard of living of our people and make it easier for the working woman to 
perform her double social and family role. 


Consistent with that, the supply of articles that facilitate domestic chores 
like refrigerators, washing machines, etc., has improved. The services of 
laundries, dry cleaners, self-service laundries, beauty shops and appliance 
repair shops have expanded. However, it is still necessary to insist on more 
efficient service. 


We cannot fail to mention what daycare centers mean for the working family. 
It is necessary to continue working for the proper functioning of those that 
have problems. The semiboarding schools also play an important role as do 
vacation plans. 


The FMC actively participates in the application of solutions to facilitate 
domestic chores for women, especially working women. Therefore, we support 
the people's government in the plans it is developing in this direction. 


We continue insisting on the application of adequate schedules to make it 
possible for the family, especially the working woman, to purchase articles 
without affecting the workday. 


We offer our support to the Jaba Plan which helps the working family purchase 
food products. 


Also we encourage the initiatives for studies and analyses of this situation 
by the appropriate organisms. 


[Question] What about the promotion of women to leadership positions in poli- 
tical and mass organizations and the state organisms? 


[Answer] We feel that we have advanced, basically through the integral devel- 
Opment achieved by the Cuban woman. 


The party's policy to promote women has yielded fruit. However, prejudices 
and false concepts about women still prevail in our people and the overload 
of work to which the majority of women are subjected is still an obstacle. 


Female participation in the party is about 19.1 percent of the members. It 
was about 42 percent of the Union of Young Communists before its congress and 
is even higher in the leadership of FEEM [Federation of Middle School Stu- 
dents] and the Pioneers. 


Participation in mass organizations has been outstanding, especially at the 
base where women constitute a high percentage of the leaders. This also 
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occurs in the CTC [Central Organization of Cuban Trade Unions] where they re- 
present 43.1 percent of the union leaders. Their active presence at meetings, 
Study circles and other activities helps give depth and confidence to their 
Statements and analyses and encourages their growing incorporation in the 
political life of the country. 


This is not exactly the same in state administration. For example, the re- 
Sults of the district elections for delegates to the people's government 
showed lower rates than in 1976. Although there is female participation to a 
considerable degree in the national assembly, it is low in provincial and 
municipal executive committees. 


The rates of incorporation in state administratim increase slowly. There 
are many women in the enterprises, the basic cell of the ecoomic system, who 
are department and section chiefs but few have achieved responsibility as en- 
terprise directors. 


In general, as indicated in the theses of our Third Congress, there are good 
prospects that this will increase since we have a large quarry of women who 
are trained and are acquiring experience which will permit them to be pro- 
moted to greater responsibilities in the coming years. 


We must be vigilant so that comrades with all the conditions to be promoted 
are not limited by the fact of being a woman. 


[Question] Concerning the cultural and technical advancement of women, what 
progress has been achieved and what are the tasks that the FMC now faces? 


[Answer] The increase of the cultural level together with ideological advance- 
ment constitute the basis of equality. The full integration of women in the 
economic, political and social life of a camtry cannot be conceived unless 
they acquire integral preparation to understand the problems which they must 
confrmt as citizens, workers or leaders. 


This is another basic objective of the work of the FMC for its leaders as 
well as housewives. 


One of the most outstanding achievements during these years is the increase in 
the educational level. During the 5-year period that ended in 1980, 270,621 
housewives finished sixth grade. All the provinces and municipalities were 
"victorious" in the battle for sixth grade. 


At the beginning of the present school year, 22,730 housewives enrolled in 
the different levels of EOC [Workers and Peasants Education], surpassing the 
goal of 21,730. 


If we compared the number of women incorporated in work because of their tech- 
nical training to previous statistics, the figure would be impressive. How- 
ever, if we consider the opportunities for study that the revolutio offers, 
we realize that there is still much to be done in this sense. 
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Studies advised a quota of 50 percent enrollment for girls in technological 
and polytechnical institutes. However, at the end of the 5-year period, the 
average was Only 42 percent and in some specialties the number of female gra- 
duates was very low. 


It is true that some difficulties still exist in the placement of female gra- 
duates; sometimes the minimal environmental comditions for women do not exist 
in the centers and other times there are no jobs in their specialty in their 
area. However, prejudices, erroeous concepts and vestiges of discrimination 
persist; it is necessary to continue working on them. 


We must continue to aim our efforts at eliminating these unjust and irrita- 
ting situations. One good way is through the job commissions that have been 
created in the provinces and municipalities. 


1 believe the great effort of the female workers for their advancement merits 
rec .gnition since the percentage of those who study is higher than among the 
men. 


At the present time, it is important to continue increasing the educational 
and technical level of housewives and female peasants, incorporating them in 
the different courses and levels. Along with the rest of the pertinent or- 
ganizations, we must guarantee that the young generation of girls cmtinues 
its technical and professional training to insure its participation in social 
production. We must also encourage the retraining of female workers. I be- 
lieve--and results have shown--that this is a sure access to more skilled 
jobs and to achieve better promotion in administrative, political and techni- 
cal leadership. 


After the battle for sixth grade, we are involved in achieving equal success 
in the batile for ninth grade. As always, our cadres and members understand 
the importance of advancing to assume the responsibilities that the develop- 
ment of our country demands. 


[Question] Finally, what aspects must be stressed in the battle to achieve 
the complete equality of women? 


[Answer] All the aspects of the problem of the equality of women contained in 
the theses and resolutions of the First and Second Party Congress and the 
Second and Third FMC Congress remain in full effect. Those referring to the 
need to maintain the joint educational plan aimed at creating true social 
awareness about the problem of equality stand out. This helps eliminate ideo- 
logical vestiges inherited from our class enemies. 


At the same time, we must continue working to incorporate women in the eco- 
nomic, social and political life of our country so that, through their ef- 
fort, they can participate in building the material base that will create the 
objective conditims for the realization of their complete equality. 


It is necessary to maintain and increase educatimal plans for the family 
and thus combat some things observed now that constitute harmful trends 
within society. 

















These include teenage pregnancies with their sequel of frustration of the 
technical and professional Gevelopment of girls and the high risks, includ- 
ing infant mortality, because childbirth occurs at an age when the organism 
is not mature enough for this functio. The emotional equilibrium required 
and the economic security to assume such an important responsibility do not 
exist either. 


One important factor in our work is to guarantee that the rates of female em- 
ployment achieved to date are maintained. We must continue our tie with the 
unions and administrations in order to have the situation of the working wo- 
man analyzed in greater depth. Also we must be careful in the job commissions 
that the correct policy of incorporation of new female workers is applied, 
Studying the sources of employment that can be opened to women in each area 
of the country. 


It is indispensable to cmtinue priority attentio to an increase in the 
educational and tecmical level of the woman so that her political and ideo- 
logical preparation will permit us to march with all society, without lagging 
behind in the difficult task to achieve the development of our country. 


Although we have achieved notable progress in changing the awareness of the 
individual with respect to the complete exercise of women's equality, there 
is still much to do. Prejudices and ideological problems materialize not 
only in the home but also spread to the labor and political sectors. 


These phenomena, like all ideological factors, do not occur only in one sex. 
In other words, the problem is not only in men's opinions but also in some 
women who, in many aspects of their lives, still discriminate against them- 
selves and, what is worse, transmit these outdated standards of behavior to 
their children. 


We say that the poorly named "machismo"--that is, discrimination, injustice 
and inequality--is a deep-rooted social evil, an evil ideological inheritance 
that the old society left to us. That demonstrates the importance for every- 
one to continue to consciously fight against this. 


We know that the battle for the complete exercise of equality will be long 

and require tenacity and dedication but our people today are aware of the 
justice of the principles of equality. With the effort and understanding of 
all, we will achieve these objectives that cmstitute an urgent need, not only 
of women but of all society. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


IMPORTANCE OF SPECIALIZED GROUPS IN CONSTRUCTION NOTED 
Havana BOHEMIA in Spanish No 46, 12 Nov 82 pp 28-31 


[Interview with Manuel Ramirez Gonzalez, director of ECOA No 6, by Claudio 
Toledo Lopez; date and place not specified] 


[Text] A tour through the different projects that the revolution is construct- 
ing verifies the degree of economic and social development in our country. 


Recently, we went to some of the installations that the workers of ECOA [Archi- 
tecture Projects Construction Enterprise] No 6 of the Ministry cf Construction 
are building. The director, Manuel Ramirez Gonzalez, talked to us about some 
of the more important projects that the more than 2,000 workers of that enter- 
prise have done like the Karl Marx Theater in Havana City, Hotel Mar Azul, 

the la de los Congresos, Hotel Triton and CENSA [National Animal Health 
Center }. 


He also referred to those that are now under construction: the Soviet Embassy 
in Cuba, Centro Habana Hospital (whose polyclinic opened recently), Jose Marti 
Airport, the Advanced Institute for Agricultural Sciences in Havana, the Spe- 
Cialized Polyclinic of the Centro Habana Hospital, reconstruction of Hotel 
Presidente, etc. 


However, what attracted our attention most was the explanation that Manolito 
(as his work comrades call him) gave us about the new work organization that 
they have been applying on different projects with positive results. We can- 
not forget that, in spite of the effort of our builders and other factors in- 
volved in a project, some organizational problems and deficiencies persist. 
They affect the deadlines for execution and completion of a project, work 
productivity, economic efficiency, quality and other parameters. 


[Question] Manolito, what is this new type of work organizatimm? 


[Answer] This type of organization which we have been working on for perhaps 
a little more than 5 years is based ™m specialization in constructim activi- 
ties--that is, the execution of projects through specialized construction 
groups (masonry, electrical work, painting, etc.). 


In 1980 this organization covered about 10 percent of the work. In 1981 we 


applied it to 60 percent and now we have the organization applied to 95 percent 
of the different projects. 
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The specialized group is tormed by a group of workers that have the same skill: 
masons, painters, plumbers, electricians, etc. They work on many projects 
during the appropriate costruction stage. They function or operate through 
the organization of crews. 


The organization of the specialized group is prepared. The main feature is 
to achieve the following objectives: work specialization, sustained increased 
productivity, technical direction of the project and economic efficiency. 


[Question] We would like you to explain some of these aspects to us. 
[Answer] Let us begin with the first: specialization. 


Specialization in execution practically requires independence in the various 
construction stages of the projects. This means that the projects develop in 
a logical order of execution. Each one of the shops is ready to do its work. 


The need for specialization makes a logical order of organization of cmstruc- 
tio. stages indispensable. It permits the appropriate work force to develop 
its work quickly and well; this will guarantee much better and more positive 
work results. 


From the point of view of the worker, specialization is even more important 
Since a skilled construction worker spends at least 5 years training himself 
aS a competent worker. This is because the degree of complexity of a given 
skill is very high since varied jobs and innumerable operations in which pre- 
cision and quality predominate enter into it. Without any doubt, this is good 
since society needs its workers to have broad mastery of their respective jobs 
and even knowledge of another job if possible. 


The specialized group in our enterprise groups workers according to their job. 
For example, the masonry group is responsible for the following activities: 
placement of heavy veneers (coverings for walls and floors made of marble, 
stone, "Maimanita," tile, mosaic, etc.); placement of light veneers--coverings 
for walls and ceilings made of tile or ceramic, baseboards, ceiling coverings, 
special borders, etc.; application of tar, putty, plaster, etc.; and placement 
of wallboard and plaster. They are the comrades who lay block and brick (with 
heavy and fine mortar, etc.). 


[Question] Will this cause work interruptions? 


[Answer] Despite this subdivision, it is very important to point out that each 
one of the workers in the indicated groups must also know another specialty. 
This permits the crews to be highly skilled and the worker is not interrupted 
due to lack of resources or knowledge. This permits him to be ready to do 
Other jobs. 


This system of specialized groups results in a much more specific divisim of 
labor that will progressively stimulate specialization and greatly simplify 
the complexity of a task. The necessary operatims for a job will be done by 
the best trained worker with the greatest skill for his job or specialty. 

















[Question] How does this influence work productivity? 


[Answer] Another objective is increased productivity. This constitutes the 
basis of development in construction work; therefore, any new organization of 
production must be aimed basically at achieving this objective. The highly 
skilled crews in a specialized group achieve increased productivity. This 
will increase as we introduce less complex operatims through minor mechaniza- 
tion and simplification of the work. 


Industrialization basically determines the advance or development of cammstruc- 
tion. When our country began producing prefabricated concrete parts, there 

is no question that the construction sector took a firm step forward toward 
development. Also wooden, aluminum and steel materials have been produced and 
actively contributed to this advance. 


[Question] Are all the reserves exploited? 


[Answer] We feel that, in order to begin a search for productivity reserves 
based on the specialized group and to obtain positive results, we must focus 
on industrializatim of construction in other fields that are still virgin 
territory like support shops and minor mechanization. 


The basic objective of the support shops is to convert the manual operations 
that the worker does at the constructim site into industrialized and assembly 
operations. In other words, a number of operations that a worker does at the 
project site will be done in a support shop dedicated to that specialty. The 
worker will finish the work on site through assembly or mounting of the pre- 
fabricated element which also means summarizing the group of operations. 


[Question] What happens to the manual operations? 


[Answer] With this conversion, the number of manual operations is reduced ex- 
traordinarily since they serve the specialty in general. The worker does not 
do manual and/or craft operations at the site but installs or assembles pre- 
fabricated parts. This simplification of operations opens up a large number 
of productivity reserves that will immediately help efficiency and, cmse- 
quently, will mean progress toward development. Each specialized group will 
have a specialized support shop. f 


Referring now to minor mechanization, this is also one of the basic ways to 
develop the construction sector. This opens up a large number of productivity 
reserves that are immediately introduced. Remember that any given operation 
in construction is formed by a set of actions or movements that the worker 
must do with the subsequent expenditure of physical energy and time. However, 
this can be greatly reduced with the introduction of speciai tools built to 
do that operation. 


Formation of the specialized brigade is supported by the increasing use of 
minor mechanization. This is a logical and spontaneous result of specializa- 
tim and also facilitates the use of minor mechanization because it replaces 


manual and craft tools. 
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[Question] Wnat are the results of these innovations? 


[Answer] When minor mechanization and the support shops are combined, another 
group of reserves emerges which is immediately used to improve economic effi- 
ciency through productivity. Also the result of this merger has important 
socioeconomic consequences that can be summarized in two basic aspects: hu- 
manization of construction (social) and savings of raw materials and other 
materials (economic). 


The humanization of construction work means the introduction of specialized 
tools or minor mechanization to replace the craft work of the worker. A large 
percentage of the physical energy (great effort) of the worker in a certain 
operation would be converted into knowledge and skill in operating a special- 
ized tool. Also work safety and hygiene will be greatly improved since spe- 
cialization insures appropriate working conditions and the necessary auxiliary 
tools and utensils. 


The support shop also replaces or combines a large group of manual operations 
With machines; this means less physical energy from the worker. 


[Question] How would you summarize the advantages of the specialized groups? 


[Answer] The organization of specialized groups contributes extraordinary con- 
trol and use of raw materials and other materials because it eliminates a 
large number of warehouses or storage areas at the project site. More than 

7> percent of the materials will be deposited at the warehouses of the spe- 
Cialized groups. Only those that will be immediately used will be taken to 
the project site. The number and location of the warehouses will always re- 
main the same since the specialized group does not move. The use of materials 
will be much more efficient and rational; both characteristics are inherent to 
support shops. All this will mean a greater savings of raw materials and 
other materials based on a more rational use and more efficient control. 


Because of the application of this new system in many of the projects belong- 
ing to ECOA No 6, very good results were achieved in the fulfillment of plans 
as well as in other indicators during 1981. 


Out of a plan of 23,736,900 pesos, they produced 28,050,900 pesos for 118 per- 
cent fulfillment. They met the commitments for finishing projects. The pro- 
ductivity was about 10,018 pesos per worker with a wage cost per peso of pro- 
duction of only 26 centavos. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ’ CUBA 


LEZCANO, BRAVO VISIT MATANZAS, GUANTANAMO 
FL111635 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 11 Dec 82 


[Text] Flavio Bravo and Jorge Lezcano, president and vice president, 
respectively, of the People's Government National Assembly, have made 
speeches at meetings of that government body in Matanzas and Guantanamo. 


In his speech at the fourth regular meeting of the third period of sessions 
of the Matanzas Provincial Assembly, Flavio Bravo urged the participants 

to take note of the masses’ productive initiatives with their own resources 
to face up to economic limitations. He referred to the country's financial 
situation which, despite being much better than that of the rest of the 
Latin American nations, is traversing a difficult phase as a result of the 
lower sugar prices and other consequences brought about by the capitalist 
crisis and the yankee blockade against Cuba. 


The also member of the Party Central Committee explained that these condi- 
tions force restrictions in the pace of development that the party and 
government would like to see for the country. He added that it is imperative 
to save fuel and energy, reduce the consumption norms of each raw material 
and do more with less. 


Jorge Lezcano yesterday made a speech at the third session of the People's 
Government Provincial Assembly in Guantanamo City, calling for an increase 
in economic efficiency to attain greater results in savings. He also 
referred to the modifications in governing norms, the electoral law and 
other issues of the National Assembly which will contribute, he said, to 
improve the efforts of the delegates and the functions of that government 
body. 


Among many other documents, the delegates approved the 1983 economy plan 
for Guantanamo and the creation of a standing committee of that government 
body for affairs dealing with childhood, youth and women's equality rights. 
They also adopted the rules to be observed in installing, reconstructing 
and expanding housing in main municipalities and in some population nuclei 
as well as a resolution in support of the provincial party bureau's appeal 
for gaining in this 5-year period the right to host a 26 July anniversary 
ceremony. 
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In closing, the third meeting of the People's Government Provincial Assembly 
in Pinar Del Rio, which began yesterday at the Prague Theater in Pinar Del 
Rio Municipality, will end today. In this meeting, the participants are 
discussing various aspects dealing with its work plan for next year as well 
as hearing reports submitted by the commerce and restaurant, transportation, 
education and health committees. They will also designate administrative 
directors and review the report on the provincial budget. 
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~ COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


BRIG GEN GUSTAVO CHUI DISCUSSES CADRE DEVELOPMENT 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 4 Nov 82, No 44, pp 10-11 


[Interview with Brig Gen Gustavo Chui Beltran, chief of FAR Cadre Directorate, 
by Pablo Noa Noa; date and place not specified] 


[Text] On 13 November the FAR Cadre Organs will celebrate their 20th anniver- 
sary of fruitful work. For that reason, we interviewed Brig Gen Gustavo Chui 
Beltran, chief of the FAR Directorate for Cadres. 


Our first question was aimed at learning the background of the founding of 
such an important specialization in our military institution. The officer 
answered: 


"It must be pointed out that since the dawn of the attack on Moncada barracks 
and during the entire armed struggle process, our commander in chief demo- 
strated how to select cadres, what requirements they had to meet and what po- 
litical and moral qualities they needed. He required their training and 
advancement. 


"The establishment of the FAR Directorate for Cadres occurred based on what 
we just stated and as a result of a deliberate work process that began after 
the revolutionary victory on 1 January 1959. The Personnel Directorate (G-1) 
was created for the then very simple control of the soldiers and officers of 
the Rebel Army and those who joined after the victory. 


"Our FAR was growing. It was organized structurally and strengthened with in- 
creasingly more complex technology from the socialist camp, mainly the Soviet 
Union. It required more specialized work. The need arose for a policy for 
the formation, training and selection of cadres. Therefore, on 13 November 
1962 the Superior Headquarters decided to create the Cadre Directorate." 


[Question] In general, could you discuss the evolution and improvement of the 
Cadre Organs during these two decades? 


[Answer] The process to develop and strengthen the FAR not only includes struc- 
tural organization but also an increase in the technical and military poten- 

tial. This led to new and more complex demands on the work with cadres. Con- 
sequently, it was necessary to establish new requirements and apply the policy 
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and principles that corresponded with the objectives and demands of each per- 
iod for the selection of cadres based on their revolutionary participation, 
age, cultural level, etc., as well as for the process of cadre formation, se- 
lection, placement and promotion. 





It should be added that the enlistment and control ol cadres, the work on the 
processes for promotion and awards, mobilization for war and later the crea- 
tion of the rank of warrant officer forced us to develop and improve the work 
of the chiefs, political organisms, cadre officers and our structure. It even 
led to the creation of other organs of this specialization at different levels 
Since work with cadres must take place at all levels, especially the base 
where they develop their military career. It is necessary to watch for ob- 
servance of their duties and rights. 


[Question] What is the social composition of the FAR cadres? 


[Answer] Since the time of Moncada, Granma, the sierra and the underground 
fight, our cadres have come from the poorest strata, workers, peasants, stu- 
dents, honest intellectuals and revolutionaries and from other sectors that 
embraced the revolutimary cause. The qualitative composition of the FAR re- 
sponds to the purity of our socialist revolution. That same composition con- 
tinues; our ranks have many members from the Rebel Army and the Natimal Re- 
vOlutionary Militia. The cadres are much stronger. Many have fulfilled their 
sacred internationalist duty and have political and ideological training based 
on the principles of Marxism-Leninism. We can also say that more than 80 per- 
cent of the officers are members of the party or the UJC [Union of Young 
Comminists]. 





[Question] What role do the CEM [Military Training Centers] play in the train- 
ing and formation of military cadres? 


[Answer] The scientific and technical development that the FAR has achieved 
increases the importance of training highly skilled cadres with profound and 
conscious military, political and ideological training, faithful to the revo- 
lution and to Marxism-Leninism and educated in our combat, heroic and interna- 
tionalist traditions. 


Therefore, we feel that the CEM play a basic role in the training and forma- 
tion of command, political, engineering and tecmical cadres. Our CEM which 
have received material and technical aid from the USSR for their development 
have a very positive balance. Because of them, we have capable, well-trained 
cadres. Many of the graduates have already carried out internationalist mis- 
sions in troop leadership and a good number hold important positions in lead- 
ership and have already been promoted to senior officers. 


[Question] Presumably, this includes advancement of the teachers.... 


[Answer] Of course. Our FAR has even taken on the task of training scientific 
and pedagogic cadres who make it possible to establish the minimal conditims 
necessary to satisfactorily confront this new objective that we propose. Those 














cadres began to be trained in the different CEM and advanced civilian educa- 
tion centers in the USSR and other socialist countries. 


We now have a considerable number of doctoral candidates in military, techni- 
cal, pedagogic and medical sciences, among others. 


[Question] General, what are the main tasks of the FAR Directorate for Cadres? 


[Answer] The thesis on cadre policy approved at the First Party Congress and 
ratified at the Second Party Congress is the basis of all the work we develop 
with the FAR military cadres. Documents and procedures have been drawn up for 
fulfillment of this policy. Their applicatim substantially improves the mi- 
litary service of the officers, fulfillment of their duties and the enjoyment 
of their rights. It must be pointed out that there is still much to be done 
and a greater effort and better work are required fram us. 


It should also be pointed out that we are focusing on improvement of the work 
methods and styles of the chiefs and cadre organs in the interest of achieving 
a more consistent application of the cadre policy. This will lead to better 
quality and efficiency in their work and the increased combat readiness and 
ability of our troops. 


Also the chiefs, political organisms and cadre organs focus special attention 
On matters related to the correct selection, placement and promotion of mili- 
tary cadres in order to guarantee the best application of the pertinent thesis 
approved by the First Party Congress. It is fundamental to make the work of 
officers correspond to their training and experience as well as their constant 
professional advancement. 


[Question] What could you tell us about attention and help for young officers? 


[Answer] Our FAR is still young in spite of the time passed. This is due to 
the flow of graduates from the CEM who join the large and small units each year. 


Under these cmditions, the work done with these young cadres, born with the 
revolution and educated by it, acquires special importance. It is aimed at 
transmitting our positive experiences to them, guiding their steps along the 
complex road of military activity and teaching them to develop educational 
work with the warrant officers, sergeants and soldiers. 


[Question] Do you want to discuss any other aspect? 


[Answer] Yes, I would like to use the pages of VERDE OLIVO to send our con- 
gratulations on the 20th anniversary of this specialization to all the chiefs, 
officers, warrant officers, sergeants, soldiers and civilian workers of the 
Cadre Organs. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


CAMAGUEY MTT UNITS CEREMONY REPORTED 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish No 44, 4 Nov 82 p 55 
[Article by Ruben Fonseca] 


[Text] The presentation of combat banners to the MIT [Territorial Militia] 
units of Camaguey Province was celebrated with a magnificent military ceremony 
presided over by Div Gen Abelardo Colome Ibarra, alternate member of the Polit- 
buro of the party and first alternate for the minister of the FAR. 


The units stood at attention near the Ignacio Agramonte Airport building. The 
unforgettable Com Camilo Cienfuegos was here for the last time 23 years ago. 
After giving the report, Div Gen Abelardo Colome Ibarra presented the combat 
banners. .» each of the units made up of workers, peasants, students and pro- 
fession-ls. They demonstrated their determination to defend our territory 
from the imperialist enemy with many cheers and their arms raised for the Com- 
munist Party of Guba, our commander in chief and the second secretary of the 
party, Army Gen Raul Castro Ruz. 


In the name of the Camaguey units, Sub-Lt Alberto Aller Rivero, a worker at 
the Mario Herrero Toscanos agricultural implements factory with a long revolu- 
tionary career, stated: "Our rilitia and veterans have never taken a step 
backward. Facing any enemy attack, they have responded with greater strength, 
revolutionary awareness, internationalism, more united to the party and to 

our beloved and invincible conmander in chief." 


After his speech, militiaman Alberto Aller presented Div Gen Abelardo Colome 
Ibarra a picture of the guerrilla of the sierra and the plains, Camilo 
Cienfuegos. 


Lazaro Vazquez Garcia, alternate member of the Central Committee and first 
secretary of the party in that province, pointed out the significance of this 
day for the people of Camaguey. The presentation to the MIT units once more 
makes the words of Camilo reality: "The Rebel Army is tlhe uniformed people." 


Later the first secretary of the party in the province added: "Those banners 
are the conscience and heart of the free socialist fatherland. With the same 
love and selflessness with which we receive them today, we will defend them 

with lead, with the boldness of Agramonte, with the firm arm of Maximo Gomez, 


50 














Willi Lhe intransigence of Gen Antonio Maceo and with the living philosophy of 
Jose Marti." 


In his conclusions, Div Gen Abelardo Colome Ibarra extended to the MTT units 
warmest congratulations from the commander in chief and the minister of the 
FAR and the assurance that they will march forward with the same determina- 
tion, boldness and cmfidence as the heroes of our people who dedicated their 
lives and gave them to insure the reality of today. Then he said that the 
Camilo-Che Ideological Duy had fulfilled its principles. The best homage to 
recall and honor these two exemplary revolutionary soldiers whose exceptional 
careers are fully appreciated on occasions like this is the daily fulfillment 
of duty. 


Then he noted: "The formation and presentation to the Camaguey units add to 
the integral achievements of the province and the tenacious effort of its 
workers to increase efficiency." 


He stressed the cmtinuing progress of sugar production and other production 
as well as the accomplishments in educatim and public health. He referred 
to the new communities constructed in the province to solve the housing prob- 
lem and improve the standard of living. He also cited establishment of camp- 
ing areas and sports installations and closer attention to agriculture. 


Lastly he called the presentation a palpable example of the revolutionary 
awareness and fighting spirit that has always characterized the Camaguey 


people. 


The ceremony was also attended by: Luis Rodriguez Hernandez, alternate member 
of the Central Committee of the party and second secretary of the party in Ca- 
maguey; Juan Antonio Bravo Mendez, a member of the Provincial Bureau and pre- 
Sident of the Provincial People's Government Assembly; and other party leaders 
and representatives of mass organizations. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


DAAFAR UNIT OPENS SOCIALIST EMULATION ACTIVITY 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish No 44, 4 Nov 82 p 56 


[Article by Juan Valdes Figueroa in collaboration with the newspaper SIEMPRE 
ALERTA ] 


[Text] The troops made up by representatives of the different branches of this 
command stood at attention on the esplanade of the UM 2864. Moments later, 
the main ceremony proclaiming this unit the initiator of the DAAFAR [Antiair- 
craft Defense and Revolutionary Air Force] Socialist Emulation began. 


The ceremony was presided over by: Div Gen Julio Casas Regueiro, alternate 
for the minister of the FAR and chief of DAAFAR troops; Lt Col Hipolito Agui- 
lera Brioso, chief of the Political Section; and other chiefs, officers and 
Soviet advisers. 


Deep emotion penetrated each officer, sergeant and soldier in formation on 
that esplanade during the report and inspection by the chief of the troops, 
the national anthem and the reading of the conmmitment-challenge. 


They understood that the difficult task of being first in combat, Marxist- 
Leninist and political training, the constant increase of the levels of con- 
bat and mobilizational readiness and the strengthening of military discipline 
officially began that morning. 


Maj Antonio Lopez Perez read the 15 points of the commitment-challenge in 
which DAAFAR responded to its brothers in arms, the Rocket and Torpedo Launch- 
ing Unit of the Revolutionary Navy, initiator of the FAR Socialist Emulation 
during the present year of instruction. Then the soldiers expressed their 
determined support through their fervent cheers for the socialist emulation 
inspired by the daily work to defend the skies of the socialist fatherland 
with the proper guidance by the party and the commander in chief. 


Why Is It the Initiator? 


In his conclusions, Col Carlos Lamas Rodriguez announced the high results 
achieved by this unit during the 1981-82 year of instruction to fulfill the 
plan for combat and political training and the achievements in evaluations and 
attendance. He reported that it obtained average grades of Good in the exer- 
Cises and training as well as in all the reviews. 

















He referred to the increased combat ability of this unit where chiefs and of- 
ficers, technicians and specialists, mechanics and oeprators have made the 
successful realization of the assigned tasks possible. They have also played 
an important role in the fulfillment of internatimalist missions. 


Greatest Stimulus for FAR Vanguard 


Soldier Luis Mora Cervantes, a member of the UJC [Union of Young Communists] 
and a member of this collective, was selected FAR Vanguard in the socialist 
emulation for the 1981-82 year of instruction. When we asked him a question, 
he looked for the right words. He said: 


"Being an FAR Vanguard is actually an extraordinary stimulus to the work done 
by a comrade....But when the collective in which you are a vanguard leads 
the socialist emulation, this is even better. The best award as an FAR Van- 
guard is that my unit has been made Initiator of the Socialist Emulation. 


"This honor serves as a spur to advance since the sweat of combat training 
will mean less blood in combat and a basic condition for victory." 
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BRIEFS 


NONFULFILLMENT OF UN RULES--At the United Nations, Cuba has accused the 
United States of making every effort to elude the fulfillment of the dif- 
ferent juridical instruments adopted by the United Nations for the normal 
operation of its headquarters. The Cuban delegate to the special committee 
examining that topic, Olga Valdes, stated that the U.S. Government frequently 
neglects its duties and responsibilities in that respect. As an example of 
it, she noted that 2 years have elapsed since Cuban diplomat Felix Garcia 
Rodriguez was brutally murdered in New York while fulfilling his duties. 
Nevertheless, she stressed, the U.S. Government has not arrested a single 
perpetrator of such a criminal act. [Text] [FL101301 Havana Domestic 
Service in Spanish 1200 GMT 10 Dec 82] 


U.S. SCORED--Yolanda Ferrer, Cuba's delegate to the Grenadian National 
Women's Organization [NWO] Congress, has denounced imperialism's aggressive 
plans against Cuba, Nicaragua and Grenada. In her speech before the NWO 
Congress, Yolanda Ferrer praised the quality, depth, militancy and highly 
revolutionary spirit of the meeting. The NWO Congress was attended by 
several delegations from Central American, Cuban and Soviet women's organi- 
zations which took part in the important meeting held in the Grenadian 
capital. Salvadoran delegate (Silvia Martinez) said that Central American 
peoples want peace in the region, however they are resolutely committed 

to fight against a yankee military intervention if it should come to pass. 
[Text] [FL101950 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1903 GMT 10 Dec 82] 


FILM FESTIVAL--The fourth international festival of the new Latin American 

cinema which opened last 3 December here in Havana will end tonight with 

the handing out of the (Coral) Awards and prizes for documentary, feature . 
and animated films. The Salvadoran documentary "Letter from Morazan" 

[Carta de Morazan] will be shown at the closing ceremony. The film is 

the first that has been made by the FMLN's Radio Venceremos system, which 

brings together the news media serving the insurgents and which had a film 

crew on the battlefield. The film describes the actions that took place 

in Morazan Department in June, July and August 1982. [Excerpt] [PA122219 

Havana International Service in Spanish 1800 GMT 12 Dec 82] 


ICAP-LAOS COOPERATION AGREEMENT--The Cuban Institute for Friendship with 
Peoples--ICAP--and the Laotian-Cuban Friendship Association have signed a 
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cooperation agreement in Vientiane. The Cuban delegation is headed by 

Rene Rodriguez, ICAP president and member of the Central Committee. During 
his stay in Laos, Rodriguez met with President Souphanouvong who thanked 
Rodriguez for the Cuban aid to this socialist nation. [Text] [FL131635 
Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 13 Dec 82] 


ENVOY TO MALI--Cuba's Council of State has appointed Eduardo E. Barbin 
Martin as ambassador to the Republic of Mali. Comrade Barbin Martin's 
previous post was chief of the bilateral treaties department in the 
Ministry of Foreign Relations. [FL0O90310 Havana Domestic Service in 
Spanish 2230 GMT 8 Dec 82 FL] 


NEW BELGIAN ENVOY--Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, vice president of the Council 
of State, today received the credentials of (Jacques Van De Véermer) accred- 
iting him as ambassador to Cuba from the Kingdom of Belgium.: -[FL090310 
Havana Domestic Television Service in Spanish 0100 GMT 9 Dec 82 FL] 


COOPERATION WITH CZECHOSLOVAKIA--Joaquin Benavides, minister president 

of the Cuban State Committee for Labor and Social Security, told journalists 
in Prague that Cuba and Czechoslovakia will expand the fruitful cooperation 
in the labor sector during 1983 through the more than 5,000 young Cubans 
undergoing technical training there. He said this kind of cooperation is 
very beneficial to Cuban economic development. Benavides said he signed 

a protocol which stipulates the expansion of the current 1983 agreements 
and strengthens mutual cooperation in the sector. He said a plan had been 
approved to train 20 Cuban brewers and 80 Cubans are to work in a chemical 
plant near Sokolov. He said Cuba has this same kind of cooperation agree- 
ments with the GDR, where 7,000 Cubans are being trained, and with Hungary, 
where some 700 Cubans are receiving technical training. [FLO90310 Havana 
Domestic Service in Spanish 1923 GMT 8 Dec 82 FL] 
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"LA PRENSA GRAFICA' ON REAGAN'S TRIP 
PA100548 San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 7 Dec 82 p 7 
[Editorial: "Reagan's Trip and Its Effects"] 


[Text] Various effects will result from the trip that U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan recently made to the following Latin American countries: Brazil, 
Colombia, Costa Rica and Honduras. 


Prior to his trip, it was said that its purpose was to show his government's 
interest in improving U.S.-Latin American relations. This is precisely 
what makes it a historic trip. 


This is the first time--to our knowledge--that a President of the United 
States has made a trip to Latin America on such a delicate mission. It 
is possible that Reagan's tour of these Latin American countries would 
not have taken place had it not been for the Malvinas. 


It is important to notice that, according to the information relayed in 
every case by international news agencies, Brazilian President Joao 
Figueiredo, Colombian President Belisario Betancur, Costa Rican President 
Luis Alberto Monge, Guatemalan President Efrain Rios Montt, Honduran 
President Roberto Suazo Cordova and Salvadoran President Alvaro Magana 
did not attend their interviews with requests for economic aid as their 
primary topic. The countries of these six presidents need, like many 
countries in other regions, some aid to solve the problems created by the 
world crisis. But this aid, without a doubt, was not the central topic 
of their interviews. 


The central topic was related to the preservation of the principles of 
the democratic system. It was related to the defense and enforcement of 
human rights. This was the real topic of the six interviews. That is 
why we believe that Reagan's trip has implications for the future. 
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PEASANTS BENEFIT FROM LAND DISTRIBUTION 
San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 9 Nov 82 pp 3, 39 


[Text] Yesterday Minister of Agriculture Miguel Muyshondt Yudice said that 
the Salvadoran peasants can take pride and can regard the agrarian reform 
program to be on legally solid ground following the granting of the deeds of 
four plantations to peasants. 


The minister said that the new directorate of the Salvadoran Institute for 
Agrarian Transformation [ISTA] plays a role in economic and social development 
which is totally consistent with the policies of the government of the Republic. 


The minister told the peasants, who yesterday afternoon acquired the title to the 
land, that they now have the right to the land but that every right implies 

the duty to work the land so as to contribute to the progress of the country, 

to the support of their families and to the general welfare. 


Dr Jorge Arturo Argueta, president of ISTA, said: "The agrarian reform 
continues to gain strength, from both the technical and the nationalistic 
points of view, so that it can produce positive results for the benefit of all 
of the Salvadoran people." 


In the presence of representatives of the Salvadoran Federation of Cooperatives 
(FESACORA) and members of the army high command and Minister Muyshondt, Dr 
Argueta spoke on the occasion of the signing of the deeds for four plantations, 
legally transferring ownership to the peasants. 


With the signing of these deeds and the 12 previous ones granted by the current 
ISTA administration, he said, the decision to proceed with agrarian reform 
with a true sense of justice is confirmed since the former owners of the deeded 
properties have been duly paid. 


The president of ISTA said, "An agrarian reform is just and accomplishes its 
purpose only when the properties are paid for and pass directly with full 
legality into peasant ownership and exploitation. It is for this reason that 
we have insisted on removing all indications of class struggle within the 
context of the agrarian reforn." 


He added that the present ISTA authorities have concerned themselves with 
eliminating politics from it, so that the agrarian reform may be an instrument 
for promoting national progress and development by which all Salvadorans, 
directly or indirectly, are benefited. 











On the other hand, it was recalled that during the 2 years of the previous 
administration only six deeds of property were handed over while during the 
few months of the present administration, 16 properties have been deeded and 
paid for and many others are in the process of settlement and deeding. 


Cooperatives Benefited 


The properties turned over and the cooperatives benefited are the following: 
Paraje Galan plantation, in San Vicente de Candelaria de la Frontera District 
with an area of 291 hectares, was turned over to the Agrarian Reform Integral 
Production Cooperative of R. L. 


Santa Lucia Orcoyo plantation, located in Santa Lucia, Olocuilta and Panchimalco 
with an area of 1,445 hectares, turned over to the Santa Lucia Orcoyo Integral 
Livestock Production Cooperative Association of R. L. 


Santo Tomas plantation in Tecualuya, San Luis Talpa Jurisdiction, La Paz 
Department, with an area of 1,196 hectares, turned over to Santo Tomas Live- 
stock Association; and El Transito plantation in Talnique, La Libertad 
Department, with an area of 317 hectares, turned over to ISTA Livestock 
Association, El Transito plantation, making a total of 4,647 square blocks 
turned over valued at about 17 million colons and benefiting more than 2 
million peasants. 
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HAVANA NOTES FMLN CHARGE ON HONDURAN BATTALION 
PAO71806 Havana International Service in Spanish 1600 GMT 7 Dec 82 


[Text] The FMLN has charged that the Honduran Cobra special battalion 

will be assigned to help the Salvadoran regime in the struggle against 

guerrilla forces, in accordance with a plan for cooperation between the 
two countries recommended by U.S. military advisers. 


According to this charge, the Honduran battalion will operate jointly with 
Salvadoran special forces on the two countries" border. In addition, 
regular Salvadoran army troops will be concentrated in the central and 
southern regions, to prevent movement by the guerrilla forces on roads 

and toward strategic economic centers. 


The FMLN added that the plan for cooperation was agreed upon at a meeting 
among the military leaders of Honduras and El Salvador and Gen Wallace 
Nutting, chief of the U.S. southern command, in early November. 


The FMLN learned that the Nutting plan calls for attacks by small groups 
possessing great maneuverability and high fire power, similar to those 
used by the United States during the aggression against Vietnam. 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


HAVANA CITES 'VENCEREMOS' ON REGIME'S BOMBINGS 
PAO71921 Havana International Service in Spanish 1600 GMT 7 Dec 82 


[Text] Radio Venceremos, the voice of the FMLN, has charged that the 
Salvadoran air force continues to carry out indiscriminate bombings of 
civilians near Corinto. This station reported that in the last few hours, 
the guerrilla forces staged surprise attacks on select army units that 
are trying to enter FMLN-controlled areas in La Union and Morazan depart- 
ments. 


According to Venceremos, the rebels occupied Sensembra, 8 km from San 
Francisco Gotera, capital of Morazan Department, last weekend. 


Guerrilla detachments used artillery fire to attack army positions on 
(Cacahuete) Hill, also in Morazan Department. 


In actions carried out since 10 October, Radio Venceremos said, the 
guerrilla forces have inflicted 991 c: sualties on the army. They seized 
549 rifles and thousands of cartridges and took 250 prisoners, who were 
subsequently released. Most of the prisoners were turned over to the 
International Red Cross. 


CSO: 3248/354 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


"RADIO VENCEREMOS' MAGAZINE REVIEWS STATUS OF WAR 
PA091611 Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 6 Dec 82 p 2 


["Analysis of the magazine SENAL DE LIBERTAD No. 22, Radio Venceremos' 
international publication"] 


[Excerpt] Since 10 October, the FMLN has been engaged in an intense and 
continuous military offensive, which has involved all of El Salvador's 
territory. 


During this campaign, which has been the most effective and lengthy one 
ever undertaken by the FMLN in almost 3 years of war, both the army and 
the revolutionary militias in all of the fronts and organizations that 
comprise the FMLN have acted in coordinated fashion. The results reflect 
both the conflicting forces’ situations and the direction that the war 

is taking. 


The number of strategic positions that the FMLN has seized from the govern- 
ment's army, the number of weapons recovered, the casualties inflicted, 
including dead and wounded, and particularly the number of government 
elements captured are much more than revealing statistics, especially if 
one considers the fact that after almost a month of offensive actions by 
the FMLN the armed forces high command has been completely unable to 
provide a response. 


CSO: 3248/354 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 





BRIEFS 


FOREIGN CURRENCY SHORTAGE--Of the $120 million which come into the country 

as assistance to relatives, the balance of foreign currency in the banking 
system at present is less than $7 million. Alberto Benitez Bonilla, secretary 
of the monetary board and president of the BCR, Central Reserve Bank, reported 
this when the monetary board announced the suspension of permission for the 
free purchase and sale of foreign currency. The president of the BCR also 
said that when authorization to buy and sell currency on the market outside 
the banking system was suspended it was solely to prevent the auctioning of 
foreigr currency by private organizations and individuals; that is, to prevent 
them from competing with the nationalized banks, whose exchange of currency 
has at no time been used to pay for imported goods for the benefit of the 
country. The monetary board official said that it had merely been a flight 

of capital. He said that when this currency is now deposited in banks, it 
will be effectively used to pay for other services since outside the banks 
there is no control. Benitez Bonilla added that foreign exchange is part 

of the national wealth and should be used for the good of the country. Every 
one who exports should sell the foreign exchange for that purpose since he 

is exporting the value of the Salvadorans* work. He concluded by saying that 
when the purchase and sale of foreign currency except by banks is definitely 
prohibited beginning 12 November, it is planned to make rational and effective 
use, in appropriate ways, of foreign exchange which comes into the country 
since when those activities were permitted outside the banks, the country 

did not obtain the results which the exchange measure was designed to achieve. 
[Text] [San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 10 Nov 82 p 30] 9204 
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COUNTRY SECTION FRENCH GULANA 


RPR SCORES PS OVER DECENTRALIZATION ISSUE 
Cayenne LA PRESSE DE GUYANE in French 6 Oct 82 ppil, 3 


[Article: "Vote on the Law Bringing Decentralization: Reaction of the 
Guiana RPR"] 


[Text] Below the communique of the Guiana RPR, at the 

close of the meeting of the Policy Committee, under the 
presidence of Paulin Brune, taking a position following the 
vote on the rought draft of the law bringing decentralization 
to the DOM's by the National Assembly. 


The Guiana RPR [Rally for the Republic] is strongly annoyed with the attitude 
of the French Socialist Party [PSF], which has just committed against the 
overseas populations and democracy in France the worst of political 
treacheries., 


Through the voice of its leaders, following the example of Messrs Cathala and 
Quilles, the PSF had recognized having committed, whether on the occasion of 
the Common Program, or again in writing article 11 of the bill for the DOM's 
[Overseas Departments], some errors of expression and, realizing this, it 
promised to strip future texts concerning the DOM's of all provisions with 

a separatist aim. | 


The socialist government also seemed to take this into account and presented 
on the advice of the local elected representatives a rough draft that did 
not leave any room for statutory development, although including an 
institutional defect: a single assembly for acministering the department 
and the region. 


Despite these assertions of intention from the PS [Socialist Party] as well 
as from the government, these amendments arrived to introduce into the text 
under debate in the national assembly, the dangers of a statutory development 
toward the separation of the DOM's from France. 


Moreover, the silence of Mr Henri Emmanuelli in the presence of this maneuver 
by the socialist group in the national assembly is of a kind to make one ' 
believe that the populations of the DOM's are all merely victims of a 
socialist collusion, the PSF and the government being in agreement to 
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*\ icipate, at any rate and just in case, the legal possibilities for a 
strategy of departure of the DOM's from the French whole, to the advantage 
of the minority separatists overseas, particularly of the communists in the 
West Indies and in Reunion and of the Guianese Socialist Party [PSG] in French 
Guiana. 


The Guiana RPR recalls that it has always summoned the Guianese to the distrust 
toward the socialists, who are aware that those who today lead France are 
bound by the plentiful promises made to their separatist allies in the DOM's 
from which they cannot untie themselves. 


Being able to easily judge in advance what will be the political future of 
our country, in taking into account the irreversibility of the positions of 
the left, the Guiana RPR calls on alJ Guianese women and men to moblilize 
around it, not to resist the socialist postulate that claims that the DOM's 
cannot be full-fledgedly French--because of the decision of the left--but to 
assume the future Guianese power in order to avoid its falling into the hands 
of those who want to strike a savage blow to the fate of Guiana and to the 
lite of the Guianese people. 


The Guiana RPR calls on to gather around it all those who, whatever may come 
out of the socialist experience, want for their country only the peace and 
development which alone guarantee the feelings of democracy, freedom and 
justice for all. 


The Guiana RPR reasserts that all its analyses and all its choices have always 
taken into account only the happiness of the Guianese people, regardless of 
personal interest, and that its attachment to France has been only the 
reflection of the aspirations of the Guianese population and the conviction 
that everything could still be done, especiaily the completion of economic 
development, within the French nation. 


The leaders of the Guiana RPR are eager to assure their Guianese fellow 
countrymen that whatever happens in the future of our country, the population 
will always find them at their side to share its joys and its misfortunes and 
to defend it. 


For the time being, however, the Guiana RPR is mobilizing for the election 
campaign that will precede the election of the members of the single assembly 
because the future of our country will depend on the men who will have the 
majority in this future assembly. 


9545 
CSO: 3219/16 
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COUNTRY SECTION FRENCH GUIANA 


UDF-RDG, RPR ARGUE OVER SINGLE ASSEMBLY 
Cayenne LA PRESSE DE GUYANE in French 2 Oct 82 p l 
[Article: "Single Assembly: UDF-RDG React."] 


[Text] The UDF-RDG agreement was the first Guianese 
political formation to react o:‘icially after the vote by 
Pariiament for the law establishing the single assembly 
in four DOM's 


Yesterday afternoon, Jean-Claude Montgenie, Raymond Libri, Henri Siger and 
Guy-Rodolphe Brachet sharply rose up against the intervention of the deputy 
from Guiana, Elie Castor, in the National Assembly who "drew up a totally 
negative assessment of departmentalization ind asserted that the Guianese 
rejected departmentalization." 


The party leaders of the agreement henceforth are going to take into account 
the word of command from the RPR [Rally for the Republic] official in charge 
of the DOM's [Overseas Departments] Didier Julia: "To organize resistance 
in the DOM's facing the social-communist tyranny." 


In the local framework, Jean-Claude Montgenie announced that the publication 
of the document on planning was delayed 1 month--to the end of October--"in 

accordance with the wishes of numerous persons who called for an additional 

time period to answer the questionnaires." 


Finally, the decision of the RPR-Guiana to form a party list for the elections 
to the single assembly has provoked the disapproval of the UDF-RDG [Union for 
the Defense of the Republic-Democratic Rally for Guiana] which “has worked 

For a long time with the objective of forming a coalition list of RPR-UDF-RDG, 
the most effective means for beating the PSG [Socialist Party of Guiana] list." 


9545 
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COUNTRY SECTION FRENCH GUIANA 


UTG OF KOUROU HOLDS SECOND CONGRESS MEETING 


Cayenne LA PRESSE DE GUYANE in French 12 Oct 82 ppl, 4 





[Text] The local union of the UTG of Kourou has just had 


on 8, 9 and 10 October its second congress. At the end 
of 3 days of work, the union reopened its office for 


1983 (see box at bottom) and adopted the following 
motions 


"The Local Union of Kourou [ULK] meeting on 8, 9 and 10 October 
1982 at its second congress, after having considered and examined the 
situation in Kourou characterized by the following elements: 


- A zealous and skillful job by the ruling classes who control the workers 
in all aspects of life in society. 


- A latent racial discrimination reproduced in the work environment, in 
the urbanization of the district, in the organization of the cultural 
activities, e-c. 


- A relative backward movement of the progressive forces and in particular 
of our union. 


Condemns: 


- The policy of big capital in Lourou which seeks to divide the workers 
to better exploit their labor power. 


- The hoax managed by the CSG [Guiana Space Center] which really based its 
establishment in Kourou by relying on a policy of racial discimination 
which one already finds in the working world through the policy of special 
contracts, which one finds in the arrangement of the city the present 
urbanization projects, which one finds in its cultural policy turned 
toward a quite defined part of the population, etc. 


In the face of all these exactions, the ULK solemnly states: 


- That in the difficult context of the present time, it is necessary ior 
the ULK to raise the flag in this district, the second in Guiana, and to 
work to spread the influence of the ULK/UTG [Guiana Workers Union] in 
Kourou, so as to allow the workers of Guiana to recover their dignity. 











To do this, 


- We will have to raise our consciousness by a labor of intense training 
of executive staff. 


- Apply the work methods retained in the report of the commission of inquiry 
and increase these work methods in and through practice. 


In view of the present state of the ULK and the number of busy executive 
staff, we solemnly request of our comrades in Cayenne and St. Laurent that 
they work to maintain the good relations that unite us and we request them 
to bring their most suitable and firm support to the training of ULK 
executive staff. 


We must also: 


- Urge the future leading members to pay special attention to the wage 
earners of companies outside of the CSG and to work to extend the bonds of 
solidarity among the wage earners of Kourou, so as to form a single block 
facing the local ruling classes, to contribute to develop in the workers 

a greater confidence in their power. 


- To call on all the wage earners of Kourou to mobilize within the ULK/UTG. 
Indeed, our union head office, the first in Guiana, is the one that 
contributed the most to social progress in Guiana. 


We draw the attention of the wage earners of Kourou to the policy of 
demobilization undertaken by the employers, which consists of pushing 

away the wage earners far from our union. Never have we seen the mployers 
grant benefits to the wage earners without the zealous action of the 
workers’ organizations. 


We therefore call on the workers of Kourou to not let themselves be 
deceived by organizations or individuals who speak in the name of the 
workers, but who in reality scarcely are concerned about the problem of 
the workers." 


Members of the ULK/UTG Office 


Mr. Joseph Lescourant was reelected secretary-general. 

Mrs. Liliane Horth, Mrs. Jocelyne Tibert 

Messrs. George Cafe, Conrad Desflots, Armel Dorville, Jean-Louis Deblanes, 
Odoe Jospitre, Armanges. 


The executive committee of the Kourou Local Union of the UTG, elected by 
the congress, consists of 20 persons. 
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COUNTRY SECTION FRENCH GUIANA 


COMMISSION TO INVESTIGATE ARIANE FAILURE 


Cayenne LA PRESSE DE GUYANE in French 27 Sep 82 p l 





[Article: "Ariane Defeat: Establishemnt of a Commission of Inquiry."] 


[Text] A commission of inquiry made up of european 
experts is going to look into the causes of the occurrence 
that took place on 10 September at the time of the fifth 
firing of the "Ariane" rocket. It will submit the 
results of its inquiry in mid-October. 


This commission, made up of turbomachine experts who are outside of the 
Ariane program, will have to try to establish the causes of the failure 
of the turbopump in the motor of the third stage of the rocket during the 
firing on 10 September, the communique specifies, and also to give its 
opinion "on the validity of the general outline of the next launcher, 
L-6, which will allow setting the timetable of launchings." 


At the same time, a review group from the Ariane program has been entrusted 
with checking the conformity of this launcher with the specifications for 
standards and manufacture with a view to authorize its departure from 
Europe to the launching base in Kourou (French Guiana). 


"Early investigations of the failure of the third stage of the fifth 
specimen of Ariane lead us to think that it was probably due to bad 
functioning of the turbopump in the motor, either in the mechanical parts 
mounted in the crankcase or in the lubrication circuit," specifies the 
CNES [National Center for Space Studies]. 


The CNES communique adds that "after a correct ignition of the motor of 
the third stage at H O + 285 seconds (H O being the time of the blast-off 
of the first stage motors), then a functioning in conformity with the 
forecasts during 275 seconds, a fault appeared in the speed of rotation of 
the turbopump. After a loss of speed of 1,000 revolutions/minute, during 
1 second the speed of rotation fell from 60,000 revolutions/ minute to 
30,000 revolutions/minute, to finally cancel itself after 325 seconds of 
functioning. The trajectory (speed, altitude) was in conformity with the 
forecasts until H O + 560 seconds, demonstrating particularly a correct 
functioning of the attitude control system." 











"Starting from this moment," concludes the CNES communique, "the decrease 
in thrust, then the extinguishing of the motor, led to a trajectory at 
decreasing altitude and the loss of the launcher and of its payload (the 
Marecs-B and Sirio-2 satellites) which fell into the Atlantic Ocean north 
of Ascension Island. The functioning of the electrical systems remained 
in conformity with the forecasts during the whole propelled phase." 


It is a scientific satellite (astronomical) of the European Space Agency 
(ESA), the Exosat, that was supposed to be launched in November with the 
help of the sixth specimen of the Ariane rocket. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


PGT'S CARLOS GONZALEZ INTERVIFWE. BY NICARAGUAN PAPER 
Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO in Spanish 4 Oct 82 Supplement pp 2-8 


[Report on Interview with Carlos Gonzalez, secretary general of the PGT 
[Guatemalan Labor Party] by Martha Harnecker: "A Turn Toward Armed Struggle"; 
date given as September 1982; place not given] 


Text | A reactivation of militancy of the masses having until now been the 
chosen way to advance the revolutionary process in the wake of the defeats 
suffered on the guerrilla fronts, today--affirms Carlos Gonzalez, secretary 
general of the PGT, in an interview that fills these pages to overflowing-- 
"the concrete approach to producing this response, this reactivation, is by 
way Of a turn toward armed struggle." 


This affirmation is not a personal opinion; it represents a tactical switch 
by that party, disclosed to the Guatemalan people during the 1 May 1981 [ In- 
ternational Labor Day | festivities, when it announced its decision to contri- 
bute "to the struggle of the entire revolutionary movement by opening the 

way for revolutionary war." 


This tactical switch--our interviewee asserts--has been determined by "the 
need to find a viable and accessible way out of the ebb tide into which the 
popular movement has fallen, as a result of the intensification of repressive 
action by the Guatemalan military dictatorship." The experience of the last 
3 years--he adds--"is making it crystal clear to us that the concrete way 

to produce that t::tnaround, that reactivation, is through incitement to 

armed struggle." 


The PGT is so convinced of this that it no longer thinks in terms of first 
creating the political, ideological and organizational conditions for actual- 
izing armed actions; instead--according to the words of its top leader--it 
now feels that "wherever difficulties are encountered" in the way of that 
approach, "it is through a military approach" that progress can be made. 
Later in the interview he adds: "We are convinced that if we can show results 
along this line, not only will popular militancy tend toward a widespread and 
vigorous reactivation, but also, through this reactivation, we will be better 
positioning ourselves to deal harder and more crippling blows to the govern- 
ing military dictatorship." 














Carlos Gonzalez acknowledges that, besides the country's current problems, 
one factor leading to this conclusion has been "the unifying process that is 
under way among the politico-military organizations such as the EGP |Guerrilla 
Army of the Poor] ORPA [ Organization of the People in Arns |, and the FAR 

| Rebel Armed Forces |"... And he points out that in his party's view, "no 
Single politico-military organization, alone and on its own, is capable of 
achieving the desired objective." 


The fact that this political organization [ PGT ] is orienting its action 
toward revolutionary war does not mean it is therefore abandoning its work- 
ing positions at the head of the masses. Its top leadership recognizes, 
nevertheless, that "the possibilities of working within the law are little 
by little being denied it throughout the country," although it feels that 
these, as yet, "have not been exhausted." 





No, To Legalistic Illusions 


"The important, the necessary thing," he asserts emphatically, “is to find 
a way by which the masses, through their own experience, can raise their 
actions to higher planes, which is what war demands, in our circumstances. 
And if we can succeed in attaining a legal status through which we can 
advance certain war aims, we would be ill-advised not to exploit it with 
boldness and. initiative. The masses cannot, in this respect, be tied down 
by rigid and constrictive patterns or models. 


"Consequently, our practical activism, as a function of our basic orienta- 
tion, need not be made to depend upon a real or presumed legal entitlement. 
No! We will not discard it, but neither do we intend to conjure up any 
illusions in this regard. What we must do is create all the internal condi- 
tions and in sufficient abundance--not necessarily legal ones, at that--to 
ensure that where the masses are involved they will be able to express their 
dissatisfaction. Thus, their struggle and their militancy must result from 
either legal or clandestine activity, according to the circumstances. And 
the most probable is that the latter form will be the basic one. In both 
cases, everything that is done must be aimed at mobilizing, organizing and 
weaving together an ever tighter framework of forces to confront an enemy 
which, although it still has--and will continue to have for some time yet-- 
a numerical and technical superiority on the the military terrain, never- 
theless has many weaknesses and limitations in the political action arena. 
Entirely the opposite is true of the popular movement, which has accumulated 
a wealth of experience, much deciSiveness, initiative and capacity." 


With this change in attitude in this sector of the PGT, a major obstacle to 
the forging of unity of forces of the Left has disappeared. As is known, 

a unification process among three Guatemalan revolutionary organizations-- 
the FAR, the Guerrilla Army of the Poor [as published ], and the sector of 
the PGT calling itself the National Leadership Cell--began to get under way 
in early 1979, and was joined by the ORPA the following year. From these 
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unification agreements, which were formalized in November 1980, the sector 
ot the PGT led by the latter's secretary general, Carlos Gonzalez, was ex- 
Cluded. It was a unification for the purpose of waging war, and it was 
felt that the latter sector, at that time, had something else in mind. 


Much has been heard regarding this political grouping; revolutionary circles 
are abuzz with rumors. We decided to echo them in a well-intentioned effort 
to get at the truth of the facts. 


Carlos Gonzalez--who has lived in the strictest clandestinity during the 
past 15 years, who has been a militant member of the PGT since 1953, and 
who, upon being made the secretary general of the party in 1975, assumed the 
major burden in the difficult task of rebuilding its organization, which had 
been hard hit by the assassination of many members of its Political Bureau 
in 1972 and of its secretary general in 1974--understood our motive and 
agreed to respond to our questions in a sincere, courageous and self- 
Critical manner. One of these questions was: 


Is it true that your group, some time ago, proposed the unification of the 
revolutionary forces but that it interposed a condition that was somewhat 
unacceptable to the other revolutionary organizations, namely, that the 
process be carried out under your leadership, calling yourselves its van- 
guard? Do you recognize today that your group is not the vanguard of the 
Guatemalan revolutionary process? 


He replied as follows: 


"We have never taken that position. As proof of this there are the unitary 
effort with the FAR (1972-1974) and the PGT's letter to the Guerrilla Army 
of the Poor in 1977. You can be sure that in making our proposal we do not, 
did not, nor would we require that it be centered on us. First, because 

we recognize the roles being filled by politico-military organizations like 
the ORPA, EGP and FAR. It would be absurd and unreasonable for us, ina 
Situation such as ours, to think of imposing this or any other type of 
condition. On the contrary, our own calls for unity--which take very much 
into account the existence of a process already under way in that direction-- 
reflect very clearly that this must be an effort concurred in by the dif- 
ferent organizations, each in accordance with its own status, circumstances 
and development, so that, with this as a point of departure, the necessary 
conditions can be created little by little for the furtherance of this 
unity. 


‘Calling Ourselves the Vanguard Would Be Preaching To the Winds' 


"Second, because, in our view, the vanguard is not established by fiat. We 
are aware of our party's situation, and consequently, calling us or calling 
ourselves the vanguard would be somewhat like preaching to the winds. You 

know as well as I do, that the status of vanguard is gained, is won in the 

arena of struggle." 
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Adding to this statement at another point in our interview, he affirmed: 


"In the light of experience very close to home in Central America, it is 
obvious that we must be objective and that we cannot view this issue of the 
leadership in terms of being the outcome of a decree, but rather as the pro- 
duct of the contribution that each and every one of us together makes to 
the struggle. If, in the process, our party succeeds in rising to the posi- 
tion of its leadership, it will not be because we have said it, but because 
Our people and because the other organizations have said it. If any of the 
other politico-military organizations earns that position, our people will 
recognize it and we will have to recognize it. You can be fully assured of 
this. We have no cobwebs in our eyes or in our heads." 


The secretary general of the PGT insists that his party is working with no 
claims whatever to being the vanguard of the process. But he adds that he 

is convinced that "For unity to be effectively consolidated, it must be a 
unity without exclusions. In the antidictatorial and anti-imperialist 
Struggle," he says, “what is needed is to add, not to subtract. But not 

only that. It must be borne in mind as well that this unity must strive for, 
and it would be even better if it could start out having established, a joint 
tactical and strategic plan, and a single leadership, to bring down the 
ruling dictatorship.” 


The Guatemalan leader stresses that concern over unity of the revolutionary 
forces must not befog recognition of the other antidictatorial forces, which 
may well be not in agreement with the "course of the revolution,” but would 
be prepared to struggle against the ruling regime to bring about its "“down- 
fall and install a democratic, revolutionary, broadly based people's govern- 
ment that, with a minimally planned platform, permits addressing the problems 
of national independence, democracy and the popular well-being." 


"The fact that we hold these views," he says, “does not mean that we wish to 
make such views a prior condition to talks or to unity. Our conception of 
this process is such that we could start with talks and center our discus- 
sions on the views that any of the other politico-military organizations may 
propose to us." To this he adds later: "Existing wounds, in our opinion, 
are likely not to heal unless discussion is put on the political level, un- 
less we talk to each other frankly and openly. On this basis, we can effec- 
tively achieve convergence and mutual understanding, and each and every one 
of us, together, will be able to contribute our share to the triumph of the 
revolution.” 


Unity Without Prior Conditions 


When I asked if his sector conditions unity upon the exclusion of the other 
sector of the PGT, he replied: "It would not be logical either to seek it or 
to propose it. As I have already told you, we are approaching the unitary 
process with views, which is very different from approaching it with prior 
conditions. The problem with this sector of the PGT to which you refer is, 
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in our view, an internal matter. We are sure that if some progress can be 
nade toward the broadening of unity, it will help resolve what, I repeat, 
is for us an internal problem. 


"Now then," he adds, "let me make it clear that we are clamoring for unity 
not because of pressures, or of precipitous or last-ditch emergencies. 
Nor are we proposing it with, as the saying goes, ‘our tail between our 
legs." To unity, we will be bringing more than just a name. We will be 
bringing organization, influence in important sectors, concepts, experience, 
a preparedness and the courage to struggle, but, above all, a strong pre- 
disposition to listen, to hear the others. In this regard, it is clear to 
us that we cannot pass over their experience; for us, the experience of the 
others is always highly valuable. This is an ethical attitude on our part. 
Ethical in the following sense: Notwithstanding our awareness of everything 
that is being said about us, we prefer to wait until we can talk with then, 
hear them out and convey to them directly our views in an organized, coher- 
ent and detailed manner. 


"Just imagine the many potentials there are for broadening, consolidating 
and developing unity if we can come round to addressing these issues toget- 
gether with them! And when we can sit with them and tell them, in the first 
place: "Look, companeros, we did not come here to talk with you subject to 
any prior conditions," and in the second place: "We have not come to join 
with you in unity with any claims to leadership." 


According to Carlos Gonzalez, his party is exerting internal efforts to 
smooth the way for unity. 


"We have eliminated from our jargon all epithets, and from our attitude all 
expressions of views that can thicken or rarefy the atmosphere," he says, 
and acknowledges that only a year ago this was not the internal situation 
within the party and that he himself was not at that time expressing the 
same viewS as now. On the other hand, he is convinced that the major ob- 
stacle keeping the PGT from taking part in the unity of the revolutionary 
forces is "the distorted view that surrounds what the party does and 
thinks." 


When I pointed out that this is an external obstacle and suggested that the 
sidelining of the PGT from the armed struggle is an important obstacle with 
respect to unity, he replied: 


"Of course! That is undoubtedly true! But let me point out to you that, 

in this regard, I have always thought as follows: If our contribution were 
solely political--which, of .course, is not the case--it would then make 

sense for us to press to become a part of the unitary process. And, specifi- 
cally, as regards our delay in joining the armed struggle, we think this 
could have been resolved much more easily and rapidly had we sat down to- 
gether for serious talks in this respect. That, regrettably, has not yet 
taken place. Reciprocally, we could help each other much more and we would 


74 











be helping the one thought to be lagging or needing special attention. If 
we are advancing now that we are excluded from the unitary process, you can 
well imagine how much more we would be doing if we were integrated into the 
process." 


‘Untrue That Cesar Montes Is Involved With Us' 


When I asked him if there is any truth in “he rumors that Cesar Montes, ex- 
commander in chief of the FAR and then of ‘ee EGP, would be appointed com- 
mander in chief of his [Gonzalez's ] milita:, forces, he thanked me for the 
question, since it provided him the opportunity to deny those rumors. 

"Cesar is not with us," he affirmed emphatically. "He has neither entered 
into any relationship with us nor have we sought it." Gonzalez acknowledges, 
however, that the PGT "needs politically and military trained officer staff- 
ing and rank and file," but states that "he himself is training them within 
his own ranks." 


Lastly, he stated that it is important to his party that "this message” be 
conveyed clearly to the armed organizations so that they will understand 
his attitude. And he added: "If they will hold talks with us, they will 
get to know as clearly as possible exactly what our views are with respect 
to unity, how we think we should take part in it and the prospectus we must 


draw up by common consent. I am inclined to believe that this interview 
can provide an excellent vehicle for achieving that objective." 


[ Epilogue }: 

Guatemala 

"Arms: Sole Road To Victory" 

Exclusive interviews with: 

Pablo Monsanto, commander in chief of the FAR; 

Rolando Moran, commander in chief of the EGP; 

Gaspar Ilom, commander in chief of the ORPA Third Front; 


Mario Sanchez, commander and one of the top leaders of the PGT (National 
Directorate Cell); 


Carlos Gonzalez, secretary general of the PGT. 


By: Marta Harnecker 


Now that the revolutionary war in Guatemala is intensifying and that day 
after day larger and larger sectors of the people are joining it, our readers 
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will be offered an insight, through its most distinguished backers and top 
leaders, into the views and experiences that have seemed to us to be of 
greatest interest and use to the revolutionary fighters of this continent. 
First, however, just a brief introduction with no other intent than to 
recall the origin of the revolutionary organizations that today view armed 
conflict as the sole road to victory. 


Until the founding of the FAR in December 1962, the PGT was the undisputed 
vanguard of its people. Born at the very height of the democratic-bourgeois 
revolution in September 1949, it was one of the latter's mainstays. Severely 
persecuted following the ouster of Arbenz by the Castillo Armas government, 
it lost hundreds of its leaders and militants, and, going underground, and 
as the sole opposition party, continued to direct the struggles to bring 
down the reactionary regime imposed by the Americans. After backing an 
unsuccessful attempt in 1955 by a conspiracy of democratic military offi- 
cers, it sought to bring down Castillo Armas by leading the masses to take 
to the streets and trying to incite a general political strike that would 
grow into an insurrection, that is, a repetition of the pattern that led to 
victory in 1944, without, however, realizing that the historic situation 

was no longer the same. 


A new focus of the problem emerged, however, with the triumph of the Cuban 
revolution. In a general meeting in 1961, the PGT affirmed that revolution- 
ary, popular and long-term armed struggle would be the course of the revolu- 
tion in Guatemala. Words quickly became actions, and within a few short 
months the first rural guerrilla attempt of the present era in Guatemala 

was being implemented. The Concua guerrilla force was defeated before it 
had even arrived at its intended operations zone. One of the extremely few 
Survivors was Gaspar, the present commander in chief of the ORPA. 


Some months before, there had been an unsuccessful uprising of dozens of 
army officers against the government of Idigoras Fuentes. Three short days 
of a regular war ended in defeat, and the hardest-liners among them, like 
Yon Sosa, Turcios Lima and others, decided to mount a guerrilla action in 
the northeastern sector of the country. "13 November" was the name given to 
it to commemorate the date of the uprising. 


Without having resolved the internal polemics that had arisen around the 
issue Of armed struggle as a result of the recent guerrilla reverse in which 
the PGT had lost many of its people, the Political Bureau of the party deci- 
deci to found, in December 1962, the FAR, a broadly based organization con- 
Sisting of communist and noncommunist militants in three movements: The "20 
October," made up of party militants; the "13 November," consisting of the 
group of officers we have mentioned above; and the "12 April," made up of 
university students, most of them being members of the communist youth 
organization|s ]. 


From the FAR there emerged three guerrilla columns, the most widely known 
being the "13 November" commanded by Marco Antonio Yon Sosa, and the "Edgar 
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Ibarra" commanded by Turcios Lima until his death on 2 October 1966, at 
which time he was replaced by Comandante Cesar Montes. Pablo Monsanto, the 
present commander in chief of the FAR, was a member of that column. 


The Trotskyist infiltration produced the first crisis in the revolutionary 
movement in 1965, which ended in the first split-up of the FAR. The "13 Nov- 
ember" separated from it, and the "12 April” fell apart. The second crisis 
occurred the following year, when the FAR broke with the PGT and took away 
with it the majority of the latter's rank and file, especially its militant 
youth. 


In March 1967, a document came to light that criticized the guerrilla effort 
and made a number of strategic proposals relating to the conduct of the pop- 
ular and revolutionary war in Guatemala. A number of FAR leaders and mili- 
tants who were abroad at the time, among them Rolando Moran, the present 
commander in chief of the EGP, quickly rallied around these proposals, and 
shortly thereafter formed a new organization, the Guerrilla Army of the 
Poor, the tirst contingent of which entered the country in 1972. 


At that same time, the FAR made its first call for unification of the revo- 
lutionary forces and work started with the PGT towards that end, which 
continued until 1974. 


In 1972, there was still another split-off from the FAR. Officers and mili- 
tants of che eastern regional column, together with new recruits, broke away 
from it to form another politico-military organization, which made its first 
public appearance in September 1979 under the name of "Organization of the 
People in Arms." 


Meanwhile, the PGT, at its 4th Congress in 1968, had approved its line of 
conduct of the revolutionary war but was still wracked internally by deep- 
seated dissension. Hit hard by the deaths of a large number of its Poli- 
tical Bureau staff in 1972, and of its secretary general 2 years later, it 
split into two sectors in 1978: The sector that followed its new secretary 
general, Carlos Gonzalez, and a sector consisting of officers of the Central 
Committee and militants of the rank and file and calling itself the PGT 
(National Directorate Cell). And thus it was that the rise of the movement 
of the masses in Guatemala during the second half of the 1970's found the 
revolutionary forces dispersed and incapable of orienting that movement 
toward the ouster of the ruling clique and the taking over of power. The 
repressive government of Lucas took advantage of this situation to come down 
hard on all the organizations equally, except the ORPA which had still not 
come into public view, and on the oppressed and struggling Guatemalan people, 
which today mourns thousands of its sons. 


The swelling of the revolutionary movement and a clear recognition of the 
fact that no single organization on its own was capable of leading the 
people to victory were the principal motives underlying the first unitary 
steps taken by three politico-military organizations in early 1979, shortly 














after the split-up of the PGT into two sectors: The Guerrilla Army of the 
Poor, the FAR and the PGT (National Directorate Cell); this process was 
jOined the following year by the ORPA. Excluded from this unification was 
the PGT led by Carlos Gonzalez. The unification was for the purpose of 
waging war, and it was felt that the latter party was not of that mind. 


A few months later, however, this sector did a tactical turnabout toward 
armed struggle, which it made known on the occasion of the 1 May 1981 Labor 
Day celebration and again as recently as early January 1982--when the 
politico-military organizations, known also as "the quadripartite group" 
(EGP, FAR, ORPA and PGT (Directorate Cell)), proclaimed their unity publicly 
for the first time, labeling it a historic step by the Guatemalan revolu- 
tionaries, and decided to launch a fraternal call upon the PGT sector that 
nad been sidelined until then to initiate a process of incorporation into 
the “revolutionary unity." 


And this is how the necessary conditions have evolved enabling the people 


of Guatemala to count on a unified leadership, which is one of the primary 
instruments on which victory depends. 
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COUNTRY SECTION HAITI 


DIRP DOCUMENT ON WORKING CLASS, SOCIAL LEGISLATION (1957-1982) 
Port-au-Prince LE NOUVEAU MONDE in French 7 Oct 82 ppl, 7 


[Article: "DIRP Documentary: Major Achievements of the Revolution in Power: 
Workers' Life and Social Legislation (1957-1982"] 


[Text] Introduction. 


The revolution in power, as the president emphasized in his memorable speech 
of 22 April 1982, continues to develop in accordance with the goals which 

it has established for itself, "The conditions and structures necessary for 
the growth of an economy devoted to social justice and for the fulfillment 
of the Haitian people, the purpose of development." On this basis it is 
easier to understand the tireless efforts made between 1957 and 1982 to 
improve the condition of the workers and provide them with effective 
protection against work accidents, unemployment, ill health, and, in short, 
all the physical and social risks likely to affect their productive capacity. 


Although problems of various kinds prevent the adequate functioning of the 
Haitian Social Security System, the state, as the guardian of the national 
welfare, has known when to intervene to direct the country toward "economic 
equality, determining equitable conditions of employment, raising the living 
standard, maintaining public health, increasing the productive potential of 
the people, and assuring each person of the possibility of fully and 
effectively developing his personality." 


Structures Affecting the Places of Work § 


If we consider the anarchical conditions in which the workers used to live 

(although certain laws were passed before 1957, they nevertheless had no 

provision for real and effective application. As we can read in the 

proceedings of the Second National Labor Congress, the workers were 

systematically kept from making any progress by the mistreatment and 

injustices found in a social order which is no longer valid.), it is easy 

to take note of the considerable progress achieved in meeting the legitimate 
aspirations of the working class, taking into account the structures ; 
pertaining to our system of work. If fact these are no different from those 

in many other countries: 
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--the empicvers, as owners of the means of production, seek only to maximize 
their profits. It should be noted that most companies either belong to 
foreigners living in the country or are processing companies dependent on 
foreign trade. Local participation in these companies is estimated to amount 
only to five percent. 


--The salaried workers, in payment for their work and their sweat, receive 
only modest returns, which are insufficient to cover their basic needs. 
These are workers who come from the rural population and therefore suffer 
from being uprooted from their home atmosphere and from inability to adjust 
to forms of behavior and ways of life in the cities. 


The Ministry of Social Affairs stands between employers and workers, acting 
*s a mediator, watching over the application of the laws, ensuring job 
security and guarantees for the employers, seeking to achieve harmony among 
the factors of production. In fact relations between employers and workers 
are not always the best. The study made by the Inspectorate General of 
Labor shows the following: 


--20 percent of the employers try to improve the working conditions of their 
employees, even providing them with facilities which go beyond the provisions 
of labor Legislation. 


--50 percent of the employers, leaving aside minor violations of the law 
having little effect on the workers, limit themselves to observing the law 
Strictly. 


--30 percent of the employers are really reactionaries. They take truly 
negative kinds of action, refusing to recognize the workers’ right to a legal 
minimum salary and adequate working conditions. They seek to get around the 
law by all available means. This is the group which requires frequent 
action by the Directorate General of Labor and Manpower and which is the 
cause for the reference of cases of violation of the law to the Labor Court. 


To quote the language of the study made by the Inspectorate General of Labor, 
we see a disorganized working class, ignorant of its rights and its duties, 
confusing the provisions of law with its own desires, a class which the 
specter of dismissal or of unemployment continuously pursues. These are 
influential means of pressure, if they are not the involuntary accomplices 
of the employers in determining wages and working conditions. 


Also, where trade unions exist, the workers can form a compact bloc to ensure 
the success of negotiations on working conditions. In some cases a sense of 
professional obligation makes it possible :or the two parties to agree on 
effective formulas to increase individual productivity and therefore increase 
the return to the workers. 


The biggest problem affects isolated groups of workers, left to themselves, 
who seek to satisfy their aspirations outside the legal framework. Thus, 
they lose the protection of the legal organisms established in order to guide 
and help them. From this sector come many labor disputes which are turned 
over to the Ministry of Social Affairs for resolution. 
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Classification of Industrial Companies 
On the one hand we find: 
--Small companies employing from 1 to 100 workers: 15 percent of the total, 


~--Medium-sized companies employing from 100 to 300 workers: 40 percent of 
the total. 


--Large companies employing more than 300 workers: 45 percent of the total. 
(These percentages are only approximate, in view of the continuing changes 
noted in the establishment of companies in Haiti during the last few years.) 


About 70 percent of the companies are subcontractors while the remaining 
30 percent are classed as independent producers. The inspector general of 
labor has noted that these figures are among the causes of the evils 
experienced by the working class. Administrative directives, payrolls, 
and everything else are handled outside the country. Any kind of problems 
faced by the true employer (who lives abroad) may cause the abrupt closing 
of the subsidiary company in Haiti. Then come the recriminations in view 
of the uncertainty of the workers in receiving the allowances provided by 
law. Disputes deteriorate in tone and wind up in the Labor Court. 


Working Force 


According to the results of the survey of industrial employment conducted 
in Port-au-Prince (January-February 1981), the metropolitan area has 44,363 
workers: Men (35 percent), Women (65 percent). For the whole country the 
total number of workers is 48,926. 


Women are therefore a majority of the employed, since investors have gone 
into electronics manufacturing, the manufacture of clothing, and embroidery 
work, in which Haitian women excel in particular in view of their manual 
skills. 


Situation in the Factories 


Three points should be considered under this heading: salaries, health and 
working conditions, and human relations. 


Salaries--The government, through the Ministry of Social Affairs, is carrying 
on a determined battle to ensure that the provisions ot law relating to 
salaries are respected. In fact, employers use many subterfuges to get 

around the law. At times they rely on the piecework system, at times they 

fix the work quota at a level which requires superhuman efforts by the 

worker. Sometimes they make improper deductions from the workers’ pay, 

in the name (as a labor inspector has told us) of premiums which they do 

not pay: at times to the ONA [Old Age Insurance Office] and OFATMA [expansion 
unknown]. 
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Health and Working Conditions--Most factories provide no facilities to their 
workers: unhygienic slit trenches for sanitary purposes, unsafe drinking 
water, no protection against dangerous fumes and burns from corrosive, 
explosive, or flammable substances. In short there is an inhuman context 

ef conditions likely to reduce worker productivity and to lower him to the 
level of an animal instead of satisfying his aspirations to well-being. 


Human relations--Increasing production to the maximum: this policy drives 
industrialists to pay no heed to cultural values, to matters affecting the 
personality or the legitimate aspirations of the worker as a human being, 
loving liberty, ready to sacrifice himself for an ideal, a noble and great 
cause. Considered like a machine of production, expected to produce without 
stopping and quickly, the employee feels no regard for his employer or for 
his job. From this attitude come the conflicts breaking out over petty 
matters. 


Labor Disputes 


In fact, deceived by evil propaganda about the relations between the Ministry 
of Social Affairs and the employers, some workers give in and do not even 
react when faced with bad faith or misbehavior by the employer. On the 
contrary, others openly display their opposition, using any forms, whether 
legal or not, to obtain satisfaction for their claims. Labor disputes arise 
out of such attitudes, with each party hardening its position, thus forcing 
the government to intervene. The causes of labor disputes can be summarized 
as follows: 


--Violations of the provisions of the Labor Code regarding the payment of 
salaries and allowances; 


--The inadequate state of human relations in work places; 


--Ignorance of legal procedures on the part of both parties, covering 30 
percent of the cases; 


--In certain important sectors the lack of formal labor contracts setting out 
the conditions of service and mutual obligations; 


--Prior notice, a notion which is badly understood by some, who identify it 
as a sum or money or indemnity paid to compensate the worker for the 
development which might result in his dismissal. 


Articles 35 and 36 of the Labor Code stipulate as follows: 


Article 35--The employer or the worker who wishes to end the working contract 
must provide written notice to the other. This notice can be given orally in 
the presence of two witnesses if a verbal contract is involved. However, 
this prior notice will only be obligatory if the worker has worked for the 
employer for at least 3 months of consecutive service. 
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Article 36--When one of the contracting parties wants to terminate the 

working contract, he is under an obligation to provide prior notice calculated 
in the following way: from 3 to 12 months of service, 15 days" notice; from 

1 to 3 years of service, 1 month's notice; from 3 to 10 years of service, 

2 months' notice; more than 10 years of service, 3 months' notice. 


The Francois Duvalier Labor Code 


Ernst Trouillot, Esquire, states that the Labor Code, which was promulgated 
in 1961, “already provides sufficient and eloquent evidence of the most 
laudable effort ever attempted in the history of our law, in pursuit of the 
ideals of peace, justice, and fraternity which the fathers of our country 
left to us. 


"Francois Duvalier was worthy of giving his name to the great hope and the 
great act of reconciliation which on 12 September 1961 saw this juridical, 
political, and social monument approved into law, which was and which remains 
our Labor Code." 


This instrument for regulating the daily relations between employers and 
employees, between money capital and human capital, was proposed as an 
example to show the dynamism of its aspirations and the realistic character 
of its provisions. The International Labor Office has even paid homage 

to the quality of this piece of Haitian legislation which meets the need 

to balance and harmonize relations between employers and workers. It sets 
out to fill in the gap which prohibits any kind of fraternization in labor 
relations and "limits them to the unjust, age-old processes of silent 
exploitation which are profitable to a small number of privileged people 
and damaging to the great majority of those who are eternally oppressed." 


The law therefore seeks to protect the interests of the two sides: 

it provides a guarantee to capital interests while ensuring job security 

and welfare to the worker, by. favoring an increase in his living level in 
physical, moral, material, and spiritual terms (Article 1). Further, mention 
is made in Article 8 that "labor, as a social function, enjoys the protection 
of the state and is not an article for exploitation. By undertaking to 
perform socially useful labor the worker does not sell either his work or 

his person. Rather, he performs a civic duty and therefore has the right 

to the protection of the state." 


In fact the Labor Code defines the general principles of the individual or 
collective labor contract; the nature, form, and conditions of apprenticeship; 
the length of the working day; weekly rest and holidays; night work; paid 
vacations; and salaries. It provides for a conciliation process in any 
dispute which takcs place between employer and employee, as well as adequate 
measures for hygiene and the security of work in the work place. The well- 
being of the worker, medical services, social insurance--everything is 
carefully set out, with a view to the effective liberation of the working 
class and their progress toward a better situation responding to their most 
profound aspirations. 
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There is no doubt that up to the present working conditions, salaries, and 
work security are not of the best. However, constant pressure is being 
brought to bear on the employers. The law reflects the imperious need to 
adapt workers' salaries to the cost of living. The length of the working 

day has gone down from 12 to 8 hours. Regular meetings are held to encourage 
employers to provide their workers with up to date, adequate equipment, 

as far as possible, because obsolete equipment can harm their health. 


That is why the Department of Labor was reorganized and legislation was 
amended to fit the changing socio-political context. In 1967 the Ministry 
of Social Affairs was established to replace the Department of Labor, with a 
Directorate General of Labor and Manpower which has the basic task of 
resolving disputes, improving relations between employers and employees, 

and a Directorate General of Social Security, charged with ensuring the 
social welfare of the individual. In addition to its task of ensuring the 
execution of the law the Ministry provides for the improvement of the social 
status of the worker: through the National Housing Office, the ONA, the 
OF\TMA, the IBESR [Social Welfare and Research Institute] and different 
medical and social centers which are concerned with begzing, juvenile 
delinquency, prostitution, programs for the leisure time of workers, old age 
insurance, and the welfare of the working class, another dimension has been 
added to the social policy of the government. 


In fact, the worker is no longer a pawn but is rather a person benefiting from 
the fruits of this policy of social justice. 


Government Achievements and Efforts 


In order cto achieve greater harmonization of the relations between employers 
and employees the government has spared no effort. More and more employers 
and employees understand the message of national understanding which shows in 
the actions and statements of the government. Of course, the struggle 
against violations of the iaw has not yet brought us to the point where the 
working class enjoys all the privileges provided by law. However, hopes are 
bright that the harmonious functioning of the improved administrative machine 
will have a positive effect on general working conditions and that the 
continued improvement in the worker's living level will let him see his 
deepest aspirations fulfilled. 


In the framework of the achievements of the Duvalier administrations in 
improving the lot of the Haitian people through humanized work and improved 
productivity, we may note: the Francois Duvalier Labor Code; the Francois 
Duvalier Rural Code; the establishment of the Worker's House (CONALMA) located 
in Gressier; the Social Welfare and Research Institute (IBESR), now completely 
restructured; the National Social Service School as a part of the Faculty of 
Human Sciences; the National Old Age Insurance Office (ONA); the National 
Cottage Industry Office (ONART); the National Professional Training and 
Research Center (established for the improved use of the human resources of 
the nation, in order to help young people to arrive at a better understanding 
of their personal capacities and thus to make realistic choices of an 
occupation, in accordance with changing conditions in the work and employment 














market. This center also concerns itself with the special cases of persons 
attected by physical or mental handicaps in order to arrange for their 
rehabilitation or their adaptation to a given profession.). 


We might also mention the construction of workers’ hcusing projects (at Cote 
Fe, Jeremie, Petite Place Cazeau, Petite Anse, near Cap Haitien, etc.), 
Workers’ Education Centers, and Rural Cottage Industry Centers for the benefit 
ot the people in the country. In addition evening classes have been 
established in order to train workers of both sexes. As we noted above, 

the Secretariat of State for Social Affairs has been completely reorganized 
in order to respond to its objectives more effectively. A National Committee 
for the Struggle Against Malnutrition and the Higher Council on Salaries have 
been established. In addition the Health Card Service has been organized to 
provide help to the workers, and the Prenuptial Certificate Service has been 
set up. 


We note further the new legislation on minimum wages and on insurance, 

the construction of regional offices of the Directorate General of Social 
Affairs, and the establishment of Social Centers in the principal cities in 
the country. 


We consider that all of these achievements provide clear testimony to the 
eftorts undertaken by the Duvalier government to apply its policy of social 
justice in concrete terms, adopting the concept of the greatest good for the 
greatest number. These important stages on the path leading to social 
security indicate that the government has established organisms to ensure 

the social and economic development of Haiti. These efforts must be continued 
and expanded so that the objectives sought will be attained, because several 
of these projects still constitute just a beginning, and their completion can 
only be accomplished progressively, in view of the available resources. 


The economic and social situation in this country, as reported in the 
proceedings of the Second National Labor Congress, is confirmed by daily 
observation ir terms of the bitter reality of chronic under-development in 
the educational, sanitary, professional, and urban sectors. Development is 
hampered by a series of structural obstacles in all these sectors. 

The meritorious efforts made yesterday and today are still far from remedying 
the evils which overshadow the social panorama in the country. In fact we 
have to Liberate thou: .ads of Haitians from poverty, ignorance, material 
inequalities, and spiritual frustrations. We have to be able to mobilize 
the aspirations of the farmer, the worker, the businessman, and the 
professional worker for the benefit of the national community, to develop 
greater confidence in the government's plan. 


it is up to all of us, citizens and patriots, to assume our responsibilities 
so that finally the authentic era of social justice, dreamed of by Francois 
and Jean-Claude Duvalier, will become a reality in terms of daily developments 
and will bring to our 6 million brothers and sisters, who are engaged in the 
gigantic struggle for development, comfort, progress and well-being which will 
achieve their most ardently cherised dreams and their deepest aspirations. 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


MANLEY NOT INTERESTED IN POPULIST POLITICS 
FL112046 Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 8 Dec 82 p 3 


[Text] Montego Bay, Jamaica, Tuesday (CANA)--Former Jamaican prime minister, 
Michael Manley, says he is no longer interested in populist politics with 
all its "promising noises." 


Mr Manley told a large gathering of opposition People's National Party (PNP) 
supporters at the Casa Montego Hotel: "Let me tell you frankly...I will 
not agree ever to be a part of that kind of politics in the future. 


"I believe that our hopes are to be found in a completely different way, 
that they lie in a different direction." 


He said he believed "once you go by this eternal expectation of benefits 
that you are condemning yourself to a vicious circle that is going to go 
on forever." 


Speaking at the launching of his latest book, "Jamaica--Struggle in the 

Periphery," Mr Manley made a critical analysis of himself, his party and 
the ruling Jamaica Labour Party (JLP) where they are now, and where they 
will go in the future. 


Mr Manley said he was no longer interested in non-sensical politics. He 
said his 1972 slogan "Better must come" was "the stupidest thing I ever 
said in my life...because, of course, one must be in there for better, if 
you weren't in there for better, you do know what you are doing there and 
if you're not there for better than you should keep it a secret." 


He described the slogan as "a monumental error...it was a stupid, ignorant, 
populist and counter-productive slogan of which I am heartily ashamed." 


But, he added the "deliverance" slogan used by the JLP ''was even more 
stupid." 


Mr Manley insisted that tnere was destabilisation during his administration 
but said his real concern was that for it to have worked there must have 
been a local force co-operating. 
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Looking at a recent popularity poll conducted by noted Jamaican pollster, 
Dr Carl Stone, Mr Manley noted a drop in support for the JLP and said: 
"They can say what they like about the Stone poll, the PNP was ill-advised 
when it didn't believe it, because history proved he was right. 


"The present government are worse than ill-advised to disbelieve it 
because if they do they will learn in due course that it is right." 


He observed that the JLP has moved from 59 percent, sliding gradually to 
the present level of 47 percent with the PNP moving upward from 47 percent 
to 53 percent “which means that right now, as I think, I am once again 
speaking for the majority of Jamaicans." 


Mr Manley suggested that the big problem affecting the JLP was that it 
started out making a lot of "wild promises" which it could not keep. He 
said the lesson to be learnt wasthat "if you joke with the system, the 
system itself will become a joke and that is what Jamaica is in danger 
of now." 


On unemployment, Mr Manley said this had moved from 25.6 percent in October, 


1981 to 27 percent in April, this year. He said the JLP was now facing a 
backlash. 


CSO: 3298/1169 END 
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